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Cape Field Artillery celebrates its 153rd Birthday 

Article supplied by Mrs Regine Lord.  Photos supplied by Lt Col Johan Conradie, Maj Dalene Coetzee 

and L/Cpl Leon Wessels. 

 

Cape Field Artillery (CFA) celebrated its 153rd Birthday in spectacular style at the world-famous 

and luxurious Asara Wine Estate outside Stellenbosch on Friday, 20 August 2010. Two 25-

pounder G1 guns of CFA, positioned on either side of the entrance and illuminated in soft 

lighting, lent a fitting military 

atmosphere to the celebrations.  

The guest of honour, Col Dawid 

Schoonwinkel of the School of 

Artillery in Potchefstroom, addressed 

the formally attired guests. He spoke 

about the good cooperation between 

the Regulars and the Reserves in the 

Artillery Formation, and specifically 

between the School of Artillery and 

Cape Field Artillery. He said that he 

was proud to be associated with CFA 

and extended an invitation to the unit 

to make use of the capabilities and 

expertise of the School to build their 

own capabilities.  

The evening concluded with the guests 

retiring to the Sansibar Lounge for coffee and liqueurs.  

On the morning of Sunday, 

22 August, a moving church service 

was held at the regimental 

headquarters of Cape Field Artillery 

(CFA) at Fort iKapa near 

Goodwood, just south of the N1. 

The service was introduced with the 

rousing hymn, ‘Jerusalem’. The 

birthday cake – complete with an 

exquisitely crafted replica of the gun 

made of icing sugar – was the centre 

of attraction, standing on a table 

covered with the red tartan cloth of 

CFA. 

Photo 1: The familiar sight of CFA’s 25-pounder (GV1) gun 
greets the guests who attend the birthday dinner at  

Asara Wine Estate 

Photo 2: Col Dawid Schoonwinkel and his wife, Martie, are 
flanked by Maj Dalene Coetzee (2IC of CFA) and Lt Col Kees de 

Haan (OC of CFA) 
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The event marked the 153rd birthday celebrations of CFA, which was founded on 26 August 

1857.  

Lt Col Kees de Haan, OC of CFA, 

warmly welcomed those present, and 

paid his respects to a few honoured 

guests, among them Captain (SAN) 

Morom, Colonel Schoonwinkel, OC 

School of Artillery, and Mr Bailey who 

had fought at El Alamein in 1942. 

Chaplain Fikile Makananda conducted 

the service.  

When the band launched into an 

emotionally charged rendition of 

‘Amazing Grace’, it set the mood for 

the rest of the service. The band also 

gave a stirring performance of 

Highland Cathedral, with Staff Sergeant 

Andrew Imrie playing the melody on the bagpipes, as everyone sang along solemnly.  

At the end of the service, as all the Officers and Warrant Officers in uniform formally saluted, 

standing straight and proud, Lance Bombardier Daniels played the Last Post just outside the 

entrance. It was impossible not to feel moved and quite emotional, as the last notes died away, 

just before a shot from one of the guns outside marked a two-minute silence. After Lt Col Kees 

de Haan had laid a wreath, in memory 

of the fallen comrades, everyone 

stood to attention for the singing of 

the National Anthem, which rounded 

off the formalities.    

Then Col Schoonwinkel ceremonially 

cut the birthday cake with a sword 

that had been handed to him by the 

Regimental Sergeant Major, Master 

Warrant Officer Bennie Havenga. As 

the band played ‘You Raise Me Up’, 

the guests slowly filed out of the 

hangar and walked across to the 

Warrant Officers and Sergeants’ Mess 

for some refreshments – and a slice of 

birthday cake! 

Photo 3: Col Schoonwinkel cuts the special birthday cake 

Photo 4: Lt Col Kees de Haan, Capt (SAN) Trunell Morom, 
Mr Bailey and Lt Col Johan Conradie  

 


