
Home Coming and Medal Parade

The Pipes and Drums of Cape Field Artillery trooping before the Medal Parade.
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N
ot even the winter rains could put a damper 

on the festive atmosphere that prevailed 

at Wynberg Military Base on Saturday 

staged an impressive Military Festival that included a 

Homecoming and Medal Parade. 

Brig Gen de Goede inspects the parade, escorted by Lt Col 

Capt Cyril Rhoode. 

The festival and parade, which were widely 

publicised in the local media, were held to 

welcome home a large contingent of the Western 

Cape’s oldest Regiment from their recent six-

month deployment along the South African and 

Mozambican border. There was good reason to 

celebrate for the Dukes, as 21 Infantry Battalion’s 

Alpha Company, had broken all previous records by 

confiscating contraband to a value of well in excess 

of R17 million.  

Early visitors to the Military Festival were entertained 

the Drums and Pipes of the Cape Town Highlanders. 

and Charlie Company of 3 Para Battalion, under the 

command of Capt Mark van Zyl, reacting to a staged 

ambush with excellent battle drill, provided plenty of 

excitement and showcased the combat readiness of 

the SANDF. This was followed by a very professional 

demonstration by the Dog Unit of the Cape Town 

Metro Police. Their highly trained sniffer dogs swiftly 

located concealed drugs and explosives, and attack 

impressive weaponry, was a popular attraction, and 

the Regiment also invited some of its community 

partners, including the NSRI and SANCCOB, to 

promote their activities. Makro Ottery Branch, 

another valued supporter of the Regiment’s outreach 

programme, hosted several food stalls. 

The Medal Parade itself was held indoors in the 

adjacent sports complex. The Pipes and Drums 

of Cape Field Artillery, another valued friend of the 

Regiment, led the parade, under the baton of Pipe 

Major Staff Sergeant Andrew Imrie. The immaculate 

parade drill was a credit to the Parade Commander, 

Captain Rhode, and the Parade Sergeant Major, 

WO Prins.
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The Regiment was honoured to have Brig Gen 

M.J. de Goede SD, SM, MMM as functionary. 

No fewer than 46 medals were awarded, 

including one Good Service Medal (Silver) for 20 

years’ long and efficient service, twenty 10-year 

Service Medals, five General Service Medals and 

six Tshumelo Ikatelaho, as well as a number of 

Closure Commemoration Medals. In his address 

after the medal presentation, Brig Gen de Goede 

paid handsome tribute to the professionalism 

of Cape Town Rifles (Dukes) during its recent 

deployment. Its high standards have done 

much to raise the profile of the Reserve Force. 

He also commended Lt Col Marais, the Officer 

Commanding, for his foresight in combining the 

parades and for ensuring that the members of 

the Regiment were appropriately recognised for 

their services. The SANDF is one of the least 

decorated military forces in the world, and 

members can thus wear their decorations with 

justifiable pride. Among the many honoured 

guests were the unit’s Honorary Colonel, Col 

Les Masterson, and two former OCs, Lt Col 

Manfred Krecklenberg and Lt Col Ray Nesset. 

During its next deployment, the unit will be 

returning to Limpopo, where it hopes to emulate 

the success of these recent operations.  


