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Defence Reserves Western Cape bid farewell to MCWO F.J.S. Scheepers 

 

Article and photos supplied by Mrs Regine Lord.  

Master Chief Warrant Officer (MCWO) Frederik Johannes 

Strauss Scheepers visited Fort iKapa in the Western Cape 

on Wednesday, 23 March 2011, where he delivered his 

farewell address. MCWO Scheepers is retiring after 

42 years of loyal service in the SANDF.   

After his address, a farewell function was held at the 

headquarters of Regiment Oranje Rivier, a Reserve unit of 

the SA Armour Formation. He was accompanied by his 

wife Sheron, SCWO P. Moodley, WO SA Navy, and 

SCWO L.D. Tshabalala, WO SA Air Force.   

MCWO Scheepers is on an extensive 

round-trip around South Africa, 

visiting all the Army units throughout 

the country. From Cape Town, he will 

be travelling to the Eastern Cape and 

KwaZulu Natal. The purpose of this 

trip is to deliver a final farewell 

message to the people and the 

organisation that he has served 

faithfully for the last 42 years.  

 

His many years of military service 

have given him vast practical 

experience and knowledge of 

conditions that influence low-level 

command and control at the various 

formations and units, and profound 

insight into many aspects of the 

SANDF, its history, and both its past 

and present challenges.  

During his address, he enthusiastically 

shared some of these stories and 

insights.  

  

Photo 1: MCWO F.J.S. Scheepers 

Photo 2: Representatives of Regular and Reserve units in the 
Western Cape listened attentively to MCWO Scheepers 

Photo 3: The farewell function was held at the HQ of 
Regiment Oranje Rivier, with the Eland and the imposing 

Rooikat on display 
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In his characteristically outspoken and 

direct manner, he highlighted the 

importance of supporting the principle of 

the Reserve Force System and upholding 

and inculcating the spirit of true 

voluntarism.  

He emphasised that the strong 

foundation of the Reserves is based on 

the utilisation of employed Reservists. 

Volunteers with a regular job display self-

discipline, acceptance of responsibilities 

and authority, and an ability to contribute 

to society.  The focus of such a Reserve 

member is on serving their country 

voluntarily, with passion and pride, 

rather than on finding a source of 

income.  

In conclusion, MCWO Scheepers 

mentioned that he was very impressed 

by the developments that have 

occurred at Fort iKapa, which has 

become the home of all the Defence 

Reserve units in the Western Cape.  

The function was attended by 

Reserves and Regulars of all the 

Services in the Western Cape. 

 

Photo 4: MCWO Scheepers spoke passionately about the 
importance of regular training exercises 

Photo 5: Senior Chief Warrant Officer JAD Viljoen of the 
Defence Reserves Division in Pretoria presented farewell 

gifts to MCWO Scheepers and his wife Sheron 

Photo 6: Lt Col J.A. Conradie 
and WO1 S. Jordaan of the 

Defence Reserves Provincial 
Office Western Cape, 

Mrs S. Scheepers, 
MCWO F.J.S. Scheepers, and 

SCWO J.A.D. Viljoen of 
Defence Reserves Division in 

Pretoria 


