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Magnificent Military Music in the shadow of Table Mountain:  

The Castle of Good Hope hosts a Sunset Picnic and Concert 

Article and photos by Mrs Regine Lord 

 

On 18 and 19 November 2011, 

as the sun sank low in the clear 

blue summer skies above Cape 

Town, the venerable old 

Castle of Good Hope opened 

its gates to a stream of visitors 

from near and far. They 

arrived, heavily laden with 

picnic blankets, folding chairs, 

baskets and cooler boxes, and 

made themselves comfortable 

on the green lawns in the front 

courtyard, to wait in eager 

anticipation for the start of the 

evening’s entertainment: a 

military sunset concert! 

Regretfully, the Cape Town Military Tattoo 2011, 

which was due to be staged at the Castle of Good 

Hope in November this year, had been cancelled for 

operational reasons. Many of the military units and 

key personnel involved in the Tattoo participated in 

more operational training and deployments in 2011 

than they had in the previous year. The difficult 

decision had thus been taken to cancel this year’s 

event, and to focus all efforts on planning a truly 

spectacular Cape Town Military Tattoo from 

31 October to 3 November 2012.  

 However, not wishing to disappoint the loyal 

supporters of the Tattoo, the Chief of the SA Army 

authorised the Defence Reserves Provincial Office 

of the Western Cape to coordinate the presentation 

of a more intimate and informal evening concert this 

year, involving some full-time and Reserve Force 

members plus some very exciting and inspirational 

acts from Cape Town schools and other youth 

organisations in the greater Cape Town area.    

Photo 1: The Castle of Good Hope hosts an informal sunset concert 
with the spectators enjoying a picnic on the grounds 

Photo 2: Brig Gen B.C. Gildenhuys (General 
Officer Commanding SA Armour Formation) & 

Mrs Gildenhuys arrive at the VIP function 
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It was a very relaxed 

atmosphere, with children 

running around and making new 

friends, and families unpacking 

some delicious picnic goodies, 

and getting to know the people 

around them. Security personnel 

kept a watchful eye on things, 

the helpful medics were alert for 

any emergencies, and the neatly 

attired young men from the 

Chrysalis Academy in Tokai 

served as friendly and helpful 

ushers, escorting invited guests 

and VIPs to their special function 

in the Dukes Mess.  

The VIPs included Major General L. Rudman (Deputy Chief SA Army), Major General R.C. 

Anderson (Chief Defence Reserves), Major General S.L. Veldtman (Chief Director Corporate 

Services), Brigadier General S.D. Molefe (Director Defence Reserves), Advocate A.M. Michaels 

(Chairperson of the Defence Provincial Liaison Council of the Western Cape) and Ms L. Meyer 

(CEO of Chrysalis Academy). The host on both evening was Brigadier General B.C. Gildenhuys 

(General Officer Commanding SA Armour Formation).  

At 19h00, a familiar voice was heard over the loudspeakers: it was Captain John Manning, the 

well-known and popular announcer of the Cape Town Military Tattoo. He welcomed the visitors 

to the Castle, and introduced each of the acts.  

First up was the SA Army 

Band Cape Town in their 

dashing red tunics, who 

immediately set a high standard 

for the evening with a 

passionate performance of 

their very lively Rock Fantasy. 

They took to the stage several 

more times during the course 

of the evening, making the 

spectators tap their feet and 

sway their hips to the catchy 

Latin rhythms of Congolela, 

and sing along joyfully to some 

Christmas carols, which created a 

wonderfully festive atmosphere.  

 

Photo 3: The confident and well-dressed young men from Chrysalis 
Academy in Tokai are the ushers at the 2011 Military Sunset Concert 

Photo 4: The SA Army Band Cape Town in their red tunics under the 
baton of Assistant Director of Music Captain Vernon Michels open 

the Military Sunset Concert with their lively Rock Fantasy 
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The SA Army Band Cape Town, which originated in 1915, is the oldest Regular Force band in 

the country. It is based at the Army Support Base in Youngsfield, under the command of 

Colonel J.P. Kobbie. The Band is strongly committed to building bridges between the 

community and the SANDF, and Warrant Officer Class 2 André van Schalkwyk acts as the 

community liaison in this regard. The Band is closely involved with youth groups from 

previously disadvantaged areas, 

and often gives youngsters 

with an interest in marching 

and being part of a marching 

band a learning opportunity to 

participate at musical events.  

The next act onstage was the 

Senior Steel Band from 

Wynberg Boys’ High 

School. 

The steel band was introduced 

at Wynberg Boys’ High School 

ten years ago in 2001, under 

the management and direction 

of Peter Catzavelos. Since then, 

the Steel Band has become so popular with the boys at the school that there are currently three 

groups – Senior, Intermediate and Junior. The current teacher of all three bands is ex-pupil 

Keenan Oliphant, who learnt to play the drums whilst at school, and who is currently completing 

a degree in music and drama at school. He does all the arrangements himself, adding 

contemporary music to the old favourites, and writing new pieces for the bands too. The Steel 

Bands shared their special brand of music on provincial tours from 2004 to 2007, and the Senior 

Band performed at the Grahamstown Arts Festival in 2009. The band members who performed 

at the Military Sunset Concert 

2011 are all in Grade 10, and 

they have been playing together 

since 2009.  

As the curtains across the 

archway opened once more, the 

Drums and Pipes of the Cape 

Town Highlanders, under 

Pipe Major Charles Canning, 

and proudly wearing the 

Gordon tartan, made a dramatic 

entrance to the thudding of 

drums and the skirl of bagpipes, 

eliciting loud cheers from the 

spectators.  

Photo 6: The Drums and Pipes of the Cape Town Highlanders 
perform their march-on set and a medley of songs from the recent 

International Tattoo 2011 in Berlin, Germany 

Photo 5: The Senior Steel Band from Wynberg Boys’ High School with 
their unusual instruments, directed by Mr Keenan Oliphant 
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The band has recently returned from an overseas trip to Berlin, where they participated in the 

first ever International Berlin Tattoo 2011, representing Cape Town and South Africa – with the 

City of Cape Town logo displayed on their pipe banners and base drum. They were the first ever 

military band from the southern hemisphere to parade proudly through the famous Brandenburg 

Gate to their regimental march, the Cock O’ the North - a historic moment indeed!  

The Highlanders are planning 

to participate in the Edinburgh 

Tattoo in 2012 (their seventh 

appearance), and they have 

been invited to the Moscow 

Tattoo and the Paris Tattoo 

next year too.  

They performed their Berlin 

march-on set and the Berlin 

medley, which included The 

Dream Valley of Glendaruel, 

The Garb of Old Gaul, Echoes 

of the Highlands, and Flee the 

Glen. They left the parade with 

their regimental march, the 

Cock O’ the North.  

Then it was the turn of the Pipes and Drums of Cape Field Artillery in their scarlet Royal 

Stewart tartans to be led out by Pipe Major Staff Sergeant Andrew Imrie to the tune of La Baum. 

Cape Field Artillery, which was founded in 1857, is South Africa’s senior artillery regiment and a 

Reserve unit in the SANDF, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel C.A. de Haan. The CFA 

Pipes and Drums have taken 

part in all of the Cape Town 

Military Tattoos since 2003, and 

are in great demand, frequently 

partnering with the SA Army 

Band Cape Town and the SA 

Navy Band. 

 Taking up positions in front of 

the beautifully illuminated 

ornate Kat balcony, they played 

the wonderful Scottish anthem, 

The Flower of Scotland, with 

the spectators singing along.  

They were joined by the SA 

Army Band Cape Town for an 

emotionally stirring 

Photo 7: The Pipes and Drums of Cape Field Artillery in front of the 
ornate Kat balcony at the Castle are joined by the SA Army Band Cape 
Town for a stirring performance of the theme from ‘Band of Brothers’ 

Photo 8: The learners who participate in the Drill Squad of the 
Western Province Schools Marching Drill and Exhibition Association 

impress the audience with their polished drill 
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performance of Band of Brothers, the sound track of the World War II television mini-series of 

the same name.  

The Drill Squad of the 

Western Province Schools 

Marching Drill and 

Exhibition Association, 

neatly and uniformly attired in 

black pants, white shirts, shiny 

blue vests, blue caps and white 

gloves, impressed everyone 

with their accurately 

synchronised marching drill. 

This squad is made up of the 

best students from the drill 

squads of each of the 

participating schools in the 

Western Cape, including 

primary schools and high 

schools in Mitchells Plain, and high schools in Manenberg, Beaufort West and the Strand.  

It was evident from their highly polished performance, snappy turns and perfect timing, that 

these dedicated youngsters had undergone many, many hours of dedicated training and drilling. 

The drummers, whose thumping and rattling drum-beats echoed around the grounds, ensured 

that the youngsters maintained a cracking pace throughout their routine. They fully deserved the 

spectators’ thunderous 

applause. 

The Marching Drill programme 

was rolled out at Western Cape 

schools as part of a Life 

Orientation activity in 2007, 

which means that it is 

incorporated into the weekly 

school timetable as a physical 

education class. The vision of 

the WP SMDEA is that all 

learners exposed to the 

Marching Drill program should 

develop into model citizens, 

positive role models and future 

leaders, and a sense of self-

worth, achievement, teamwork, 

pride and discipline is instilled in 

the learners. It has indeed had a significant positive impact on participating learners, instilling 

Photo 9: With a final salute, the WP SMDEA Drill Squad marches off, 
as the spectators’ appreciative applause echoes around the 

courtyard 

Photo 10: The beautifully decorated Marimba Dancers of the 
Likhwezi Arts Project are a joy to watch as they perform traditional 

African pieces 
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qualities such as discipline, self-confidence, teamwork and leadership. This has led to many of 

them voluntarily mentoring their fellow pupils and passing on these positive qualities and skills.  

The Drill Squad is a familiar 

sight at the Castle, having 

performed here during the 

2010 Soccer World Cup in 

June-July 2010, as well as 

during the Cape Town Military 

Tattoo in November 2010. The 

youngsters who participated in 

this year’s events (namely, 

during the Youth Development 

Programme that was held at the 

Castle in the October school 

holidays, as well as during the 

Western Cape Schools Drill 

and Marching Festival 2011 held 

at the Vygieskraal Stadium in 

Athlone), are new to the squad, and are being trained up to participate in the Cape Town Military 

Tattoo of 2012.   

As the Drill Squad left the front arena, the beautifully decorated Marimba Dancers of the 

Likhwezi Arts Project entered through the archway. Their enthusiasm and sheer joy was an 

absolute delight to watch, as they entertained the spectators with their high-energy song and 

dance routines.  

Likhwezi (meaning “Morning Star”), established by Pamela Mtati in February 2003, is a 

professional self-sustaining community service organisation whose members come from 

Gugulethu, Nyanga and 

Khayelitsha. The group’s 

repertoire combines song and 

dance from a variety of 

Southern African cultures, 

accompanied by marimbas, 

drums and percussion. They 

also specialise in contemporary 

dance, Spanish dance, 

Gumboot dance and Kwela. All 

members come from 

historically disadvantaged 

communities and between them 

have a diverse range of talents, 

qualifications and experience, 

covering teaching, singing, 

Photo 11: The energetic gumboot dancers with their artistically 
created makarabas or headgear 

Photo 12: The Fife and Bugle Band of the St Joseph Worker Church 
Lads and Girls Brigade 
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acting and dancing. The project has chosen to expand by working with children who come from 

different parts of the townships (Gugulethu, Nyanga and Khayelitsha). The project currently 

reaches about 50 children; about 20-30 children attend each class, and attendance is steadily 

increasing because they are no other recreational facilities in these areas. They do not charge any 

fees. Their aim is to get the township children off the streets, and to teach them singing, dancing, 

acting and musical skills. They want to make the youngsters aware that the arts can and do offer 

a career, and they thus seek to create jobs in the performing arts industry.  

They use their performances to raise awareness around vital issues, such as HIV/AIDS, drug 

and alcohol abuse, crime, poverty and child abuse, as well as to empower the kids by teaching 

them skills, encouraging them to think, and fostering their imagination.  

Their talented dancers have performed at several corporate 2010 FIFA World Cup soccer events 

and have collaborated with well-known artists both nationally and internationally. The gumboot 

dancers with their elaborate makarabas or artistically created headgear were fun to watch, and the 

girls danced and sang together very beautifully.  

Once the Marimba Dancers 

had left the stage, the Fife and 

Bugle Band of the St Joseph 

Worker Church Lads and 

Girls Brigade marched into 

the main arena. A non-profit 

organisation established in 

1952, this Brigade has become 

one of the leading 

organisations in Bishop Lavis 

to raise awareness on all social 

issues and to train potential 

leaders within the community it 

serves. The Brigade has been in 

existence for about 59 years, and 

the marching band has proved 

itself one of the most successful mechanisms of instilling positive values in its members.  

To round off the evening on a high note, the CFA Pipes and Drums joined the Army Band for 

the fantastic Highland Cathedral, complete with thumping drums and crashing cymbals, before 

slowing down the pace with the ever-popular and beautiful Amazing Grace. As the melancholy 

strains of Auld Lang Syne filled the air, all the groups of participants marched slowly into the 

arena one final time to say their goodbyes to loud, appreciative applause and a standing ovation. 

The CFA Pipes and Drums marched off to the tune of Scotland the Brave. It was clear from the 

happy, smiling faces of all the spectators, as they reluctantly packed up their things and cast one 

final look back at the Castle, that everyone had had a wonderful time.  

Next year, we can all look forward to the Cape Town Military Tattoo 2012, which will be 

presented at the Castle from 31 October to 03 November 2012! 

Photo 13: Table Mountain – one of the 7 New Wonders of Nature - 
provides a magnificent backdrop to the Military Sunset Concert 2011 


