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MESSAGE FROM LT COL F.S. MARAIS,  
THE OFFICER COMMANDING 

 
UNIT VALUES—MAY  

 
MILITARY PROFESSIONALISM 

 
“YOUR CORPS BATTLE HANDLING IS YOUR RECIPE FOR SUCCESS” 

 

 

                               CHAPLAINS CORNER 

 

ISAIAH 66 : 13    
 
As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be 
comforted in Jerusalem.  

ANNUAL SALARY INCREASE VS. LONG-TERM BENEFITS? 

 

As most of you might be aware by now, the SANDF has received a 7.6% salary increase for the 
2016/17 financial year; backdated from 1 April 2016.  This is good news indeed (although many will feel 
it is inadequate to keep up with the escalating cost of living).  An alarming fact that most do however not 
take into consideration, is that our wages budget is not increased according to the salary increase.  This 

directly means that our ability to utilize personnel numbers is decreased by 7.6%!   

Now here is my conundrum to our members (a conundrum being a difficult question or statement to 
solve or answer).  What would you prefer - having an annual salary increase of around 7% with reduced 
employment opportunity, or a smaller increase (maybe even no increase for a couple of years) but with 
permanent added benefits such as fulltime medical fund and a pension fund paid for by the SANDF 
(even if you are not called up)? 

I know and fully understand that we need money to provide for our day to day requirements.  I do 
however urge our members and cannot over-emphasize the importance to make provision for the times 
when income is scarce - whether due to no call-up, illness or retirement. That is the reasoning behind 
me posting this conundrum to you.  Not only do I want you to think and plan into the future, but I'm really 
interested in want your thoughts are on this matter. 

You are welcome to forward me your thoughts to the HQ, on our Facebook page or e-mail  
info@ctrdukes.co.za  

mailto:info@ctrdukes.co.za
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 HISTORY/ORIGIN OF MOTHERING SUNDAY 

Mothering Sunday Histroy in UK is centuries old. It goes back to the time of early Christians in England, 

who celebrated a Mothers festival, on the fourth Sunday of Lent, in honour of the Virgin Mary. Some 

believe that the ceremonies in honour of Roman mother goddess, Cybele, were adopted by the early 

church to worship the Virgin Mary, the Mother of Christ. Others say the Mother Church was substituted for 

The Mother Goddess and according to a custom made a person visit the church of his/her baptism 

(Mother Church) on this day.  

The origin of Mothering Sunday can also be traced to the fact that in 

early times, people in England, as a tradition visited their nearest parish 

called, "Daughter Church" on every Sunday. Also in those times, in the 

1600s, children after the age of ten left their homes for jobs as  an 

apprentice or domestic servants. It was considered important by the 

people that these children be allowed to visit their home and mother 

church, once a year. Accordingly, once in a year, in the middle of Lent 

the children were given leave by their employers to visit their "Mother 

Church" or Cathedral of their 

hometown. These children, on their 

visit to their homes, brought along gifts, 

flowers and special cakes for their 

mothers. These visits thus became a time for family reunions and over a 

period time, this holiday, meant for the return to Mother Church, was 

stretched to include all mothers and was named as Mothering Sunday.  

Mothers Day is on 8 May 2016 

FROM THE ADJ’S DESK BY LT M. NDZENA 
 

Refresher training will be presented by Western Cape Legsato on legal aspects.  Any section that 
would like their member’s to be equipped with such information can nominate their members and 
forward their names to the Adj’s office.  Ranks of WO to Officers will be suitable for nomination.  This 
training is of great importance to have as many members as possible informed of the latest 
procedures of how to conduct a board of inquiry for instance. 
 
REFRESHER TRAINING LEGSATO CAPE TOWN 2016 

ATTENDANCE DATE NOMINATIONS 

Adjutants 10 to 11 May 3 May 2016 / 19 Sept 2016 

Preliminary Investigations 12 May 2016  / 29 Sept 2016 3 May 2016 / 19 Sept 2016 

Presiding Officers / Unit 

Prosecutors  

16 to 17 May 2016 / 19 to 20 Oct 2016 6 May 2016 / 7 Oct 2016 

 Boards of Inquiry 24 to 25 May 2016 / 4 to 5 Oct 2016 13 May 2016 / 19 Sept 2016 
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FOR THE LOVE OF MUSIC BY MAJOR BRIMACOMBE 

On Sunday the 24
th
 of April, in glorious sunshine, the Dukes Band, sporting the Old and the New, entertained the 

Public, in Table view. 
They were joined by members of the Cape Field Artillery pipes and drums and under the ever watchful eye and 
vigorous baton of Captain Len Taylor, kept the public entertained. The Band marched on, led by Drum Major, WO2 
Mike Cairns and after an impressive display of drill, the ever popular counter-march and many a stirring tune, they 
were fallen out, in order to join the concert band. 
The combined talents of the old and new, interspaced with the skirl of the pipes, was enjoyed by all. Our very 
sincere thanks, to all who volunteered their time, own transport and Sunday afternoon, in order to put the new 
“Duke of Cairns” Band, on the map. 
The voluntary financial contributions from Remax property and Mr. S. Jackson from the USA are appreciated and 
we offer our sincere appreciation. 
 A special thank you for the use of the venue, as well as the committed enthusiastic support from Eddie, owner of 
Guzzles pub, without whom, this would not have been possible must be emphasised. Last but not at all least, our 
very own Reggie Lord, who put the roast on hold, disrupted her Sunday, to be able to once again, take some of the 
most stunning photographs imaginable.  
A very big thanks Reggie. 
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WEEKEND'S GEOPOLITICS PLAYED IN OUR FAVOUR BY MR W. OPPERMAN 

   
Many of you would have notice a drastic increase in petrol price this month and are aware of the possibility of another hike 
next month. The petrol price is linked to the price of oil that is set outside of our control and priced in US Dollars. As the 
Rand weakens this component gets more expensive. The current price of petrol is around R11.94 per litre, R5.21 is the basic 
price for the petrol includes transport to get it to South Africa, then R2.34 is added to that to pay for storage and the profit 
that goes to the Garage owner to cover his expenses.  Additional R1.54 is added for the Road accident fund and finally 
another R2.85 added by government as tax. 
  
We are fortunate that the petrol price is not much higher due to oil price being low 50% cheaper than it was a year and a 
half ago. If oil price did not decrease, we could have expected to be paying around R 18 a litre. 

 

Congratulations to the Achievers of the Month for : 

 

  March 2016   :  Cpl Aniesha de Bruyn 

  April 2016      :  Rfn Eunice Serfontein 
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EL WAK BATTLE HONOUR by Capt J.K. Dorrington 
 
The capture on 16 December 1940 of the Italian fort at El Wak, one of five similar stone structures 
built along the border between Kenya and Italian Somaliland, was when the Duke of Edinburgh’s Own 
Rifles saw their first action of the Second World War. This initial engagement with Mussolini’s forces, 
supported by irregular local troops (called Banda), took place in dense bush and almost unbearable 
heat.   
 
At the time the Dukes, under the command of Lt Col George Senescall, the Transvaal Scottish and 
the Natal Carbineers, together with their supporting units and signallers, formed Brigadier Dan 
Pienaar’s 1st SA Infantry Brigade, which had sailed to Mombasa to begin their East African campaign. 
For most of the campaign the Brigade would operate under the command of the General Officer 
Commanding East Africa Force, Lieutenant General Sir Alan Cunningham. His enemy counterpart 
was the tall and aristocratic Duke of Aosta. 
 
 
 

 
          Duke of Aosta (1898-1942)                                                                              Dan Pienaar (1893-1942) 
 
 

With characteristic thoroughness Brigadier Pienaar planned his Brigade’s part in the coordinated 
pincer attack on El Wak -- led by the British-officered Gold Coast Regiment -- down to the finest 
detail. Armoured cars, light tanks, artillery and an anti-aircraft battery were also in close support. 
Pienaar’s primary task was to carry out an enveloping movement, surround the enemy and secure 
large numbers of prisoners. As the Natal Carbineers advanced with fixed bayonets chanting Zulu war 
songs, the Dukes received their baptism of artillery fire, fortunately with no serious casualties, and 
endured aerial bombing which had little effect. The presence of South African Hartbeest fighters had 
established significant air superiority. 
By nightfall the enemy had been routed and the fort left a smoldering ruin. Enemy casualties 
numbered at least a hundred, in addition to which a large number of prisoners were taken. Guns of all 
types and large quantities of stores and equipment were also captured.  
 
The positive effect of the engagement on the morale of the South African troops was enormous, but 
equally important was the capture of Italian code books and detailed plans of their fortifications. The 
deeper implication was that if the attack on El Wak had miscarried, the Italians would have gained in 
confidence and the history of the East African campaign might well have been very different. 

 

  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Amadeo_Aosta3rd_01.jpg
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UNIT EVALUATION RESULTS 

An external evaluation by our mother unit 9 SAI Bn was conducted on the 24 February 2016 and the 

evaluation results are as follows : 

 

 Control Centre—100% 

 Combat Ready—100% 

 Corporate Communications—97% 

 Regimental Aspects—93,3% 

 Non Public Funds—87,5% 

 Military Security– 87% 

 Finance / Procurement—83,6% 

 Transport-80,8% 

 Adjutant—76% 

 OHS-74,6% 

 Log—73,9% 

 Career Management—71% 

 Personnel—67% 

 

Congratulations to all the sections. 

CHA SLOTES AVAILABLE 

 

On the 6 June 2016 a CHA for CTR members will be held at Youngsfield 

Sick Bay .  All members who’s CHA has expired, must be make themselves 

available to attend. To remove your slot you must contact the  Personnel  Officer 

at (021) 597 2923 to secure your place.  

REMEMBER you cannot be utilised without a current DD50. 

Also if you are over 40 years of age you must go for X-rays. 
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HATCHES, MATCHES AND DESPATCHES 

Congratulations to Rfn 

Florence Veldman  and Rfn 

Letitia Hoorniet and family who 

are each a baby richer. 

 

Our thoughts are with WO2 
Graham Savage whose mother-in-
law passed away and Lt Matthews 
Ndzena whose brother passed 
away. 

Wishing Rfn Vusumzi Zeya a 

speedy recovery. 

DUKES SHOOTING TEAM 

 

CTR shootting team participated in the following events over the period 24 to 30 April 2016 

     SANDF Championships 

Springbok training camp  Captain John Manning 

Cpl Thandi Viti    Captain Logan Bruwer 

     Cpl Thandi Viti 

     Cpl Aniesha de Bruin 

 

 

 

The results are as follows : 

 

SANDF Championship B—Class 

Cpt A. de Bruyn—3rd overall in the class and received a bronze medal for the 100m and 300m 

SANDF Championship A-Class 

Capt L. Bruwer received a bronze medal for the 200m. 

Capt J. Manning—6th overall in the class and received a silver medal for the 100m. 

X Class 

L/Cpl T. Viti came 17th overall in this class and received a gold medal for the 200m. 

She came 3rd in the Ladies Championships. 

 

Congratulations to each member of the team for their outstanding achievements. 

 

    

    


