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MESSAGE FROM LT COL F.S. MARAIS, THE OFFICER COMMANDING 

M a t t h e w  5 : 4 4  

“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that 

hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you;”  

APPROACHING THE CREST 

 

As we approach the middle of the year and are met by some welcome rains, the Regiment is approaching a 
crucial time in this year’s calendar – that of preparing our company for deployment.  With Alpha Company due to 
leave as early as mid-September, a lot of preparations and training still lies ahead. 

I wanted to make use of this month’s edition to impress upon all our serving members the importance of this 
deployment; it is in fact our core business.  A lot of changes have been implemented by higher authorities on the 
deployment criteria of especially personnel, thus we were forced to resort to other means of filling the 
structure.  Unfortunately that will result in many of our members who want to deploy, not being able to do 
so.  The good news is however ,that other employment opportunities, through guard duties, ceremonial events 
and continuation training still remain. 

As always it is the responsibility of our members to confirm where they fit in the organisation, also to refrain from 
making comments and assumptions that the structures are filled based on bias and preferential selection of 
personnel.  That is simply not true. 

I wish Captain Rhode and his able staff all the best with their preparations and look forward to (yet another) 
successful and pace-setting combat ready training phase.  To those non-serving members so closely linked to 
the Regiment, I know that we can rely on your support in the coming months; even just through moral support. 

In closing I’d like to say that the winter winds are bringing not only much needed relief, but also some changes to 
the Regiment.  The culture and character of the Reserves are changing by the day, and although this brings 
many good opportunities to our members, some may argue that with that the history, traditions and heritage are 
at risk.  All I need to say is that our Regiment has withstood 162 years of changes, threats, turmoil, and name 
changes.  Why should we now fear for the worst?  Fact remains that change is coming and that is not necessarily 
a bad thing. 

Remember our motto – Semper Eadem 
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SHIPWRECK OFF LLANDUDNO 

On 19 May 2018 Werner Opperman and fellow hikers did the scenic walk to Llandudno as they could not do the 

Devils Peak hike due to a fire on the mountain and the background to the wreck they visited is as follows: 

The oil tanker Antipolis ran aground off Oudekraal during a July storm in 1977. She and the Romelia, which is 

wrecked near Sandy Bay, were both under tow by the tug Kiyo Maru No. 2 from Greece to be scrapped in 

Taiwan. The stern of an oil tanker is perched on the rocks a few hundred yards offshore. The vessel broke free 

from a salvage tow in 1977, when a north westerly gale broke the tugboat's towline. The front half of the vessel 

broke off and sank in a following storm. 

The tug had been towing two salvaged vessels at the time, but both were lost in the gale. The second vessel ran 

aground on the rocky shoreline further north towards Camps Bay and provided host to a "shipwreck party" or two 

until it was salvaged for scrap. What remains of its keel is still visible on the rocks alongside Victoria Road at low 

Photo of  the wreck 

http://www.learntodivetoday.co.za/blog/2011/01/01/dive-sites-mv-romelia/
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SWISS RIFLE SHOOT BY CAPT JOHN MANNING 
 
Three members of the Dukes, Capt John Manning and Cpls Thandi Viti and Jakes Wallage, were part of the 
Western Cape Combat Rifle Team that competed in the Swiss Rifle Club Challenge held at Red Hill Shooting 
Range above in Simonstown on Saturday 26 May 2018. The Challenge is a needle match between the Swiss Rifle 
Club Cape Town and the SA Navy Sports Shooting Club, and this is the second year that WPCRA has been 
invited to participate.  
 
Switzerland's defence force is largely a militia, or Reserve army. Service is compulsory for every able-bodied 
male, beginning with basic training at the age of 19 and followed by short annual training camps for more than a 
decade after that. Every male citizen is permanently equipped with a firearm which he must use at least once a 
year at a compulsory shoot. 
 
Switzerland’s mountainous terrain has necessitated that her armed forces become familiar with shooting over 
longer distances rather than engaging in close-quarters fire-fights. As a result, standard Swiss rifle shooting 
activities tend to take place on longer ranges than in other parts of the world. 
The competition was shot at 300 m distance, using a straight-pull bolt-action 1931 Swiss Military Karabiner 31 with 
peep sight, chambered for the  7.5 × 55mm Swiss cartridge. It comprises 5 shots prone, 3 shots sitting and 2 shots 
standing. Bearing in mind that the SANDF Table 2 requires standing only at 100 m and you have an idea how 
challenging this is! 
 
The conditions were perfect and some high scores were achieved, several over 70 and 80%. Participating in 
competitions such as these is an opportunity to increase our musketry experience and promote the image of the 
SANDF. It’s also great fun! 
 

WPCRA members at the Red Hill Shooting Range Shooting in prone 

Cpl Viti takes aim with 

the Karabiner 31   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/7.5%C3%9755mm_Swiss
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A Reunion of Comrades, old and new, at Rosedale:  

78th Mobilisation Anniversary and Reunion Luncheon 2018 

Article by Regine Lord & Alan Brashaw. Photos by Regine Lord.  

The Dukes Association held their annual reunion luncheon at the premises of the South African Legion, Rosedale, in 

Rosebank on Saturday, 19 May 2018. The event marked the 78th anniversary of the Mobilisation of the 1st South African 

Infantry Brigade (1940 – 1978), which saw a large number of Dukes being called up for military service in World War II. It 

also marked the 41st anniversary of the mobilisation of the Dukes regiment for border duty in South West Africa in 1977. 

 

Photo 1: Mr Alan Brashaw (Chairman of the Dukes Association) welcomes the guests 

At the commencement of World War II in 1939, the Union of South Africa was still part of the British Empire. On 1 

September 1939, Germany had invaded Poland, thus sparking World War II. Over the next two years, German forces 

invaded and occupied numerous countries, all around its circumference – the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, France, 

Denmark, Yugoslavia, Greece and Norway.  

In 1940, Winston Churchill, then Prime Minister of Britain, requested the South African government to supply both men and 

war machinery to assist the war effort. In this way, South Africa was drawn into the war on the side of the Allies, and troops 

were supplied to defend the Empire against German invasion. South Africa’s participation in World War II lasted some five 

years.  

The South African 1st Brigade was formed by merging South Africa’s three premier infantry regiments at that time, being:  

The D E O R – the Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Rifles – The Dukes) (Cape Town) 

The Transvaal Scottish – The Jocks (Johannesburg) 

The Royal Natal Carbineers – The Carbs (Pietermaritzburg) 
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These three units assembled at Premier Mine, Johannesburg, received their kit, training and were equipped for 

war. Most of those who joined were young men eager to defend their country; many of them never returned. After 

training, they embarked by train (some by ship) and travelled through African countries, such as Abyssinia and 

Ethiopia, into the Sahara Desert in North Africa, where most of the campaigns took place. The 1st Brigade under 

the very capable leadership of General Dan Pienaar joined up with other Allied divisions in the desert war, fighting 

against German General Erwin Rommel’s Afrika Corps, which eventually surrendered. 

The Dukes left Cape Town by train on the 20th of May 1940. This is thus the day on which the Dukes Association 

celebrates the mobilisation of the 1st Brigade with an annual reunion of military veterans at which traditions are 

remembered and familiar stories of bravery, determination, strength and sheer will power to get the job done are 

shared among old comrades.  

Sadly, time has taken its toll, and now only two World War II veterans are still alive to attend this annual function – 

Mr Alf Kramer (97 years old) and Mr Alf Husband (95 years old).  

 

Photo 2: Colonel Leslie Masterson, Lieutenant Colonel Manfred Krecklenberg, Mr Alan Brashaw (Chairman 

of the Dukes Association), and Lieutenant Colonel Francois Marais (current OC of the Dukes) with Mr Alf 

Kramer (left) and Mr Alf Husband (right) 

Both veterans had joined the DEOR (Dukes) in 1940, at the start of South Africa’s participation in World War II. 

They were posted with the Dukes, and saw action in Abyssinia and Ethiopia before the unit reached the Sahara 

Desert. The El Alamein campaign saw particularly fierce fighting, with many South African soldiers captured and 

made prisoners of war; some managed to escape and were repatriated back to South Africa. Both Mr Alf Kramer 

and Mr Alf Husband, along with many other South African soldiers, were then drafted into the Special Services 

Battalion (SSB), and spent two-and-a-half years in Italy with the SSB Tank Corps, until the end of the war.  
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This annual reunion is also used to mark the 41st anniversary of the mobilisation of the Dukes regiment for border duty in 

South West Africa in 1977. From the late 70’s into the mid 80’s South Africa mobilized its forces all along the borders with 

neighbouring countries in an effort to protect itself and its citizens against terrorism. Many of its young soldiers were 

drafted into the services of the army. The Dukes were called upon to deploy a battalion to the South West African border. 

The Regiment’s Officer Commanding at that time was Lt Col Les Masterson, who was the youngest OC ever to command 

the Dukes in battle. The Regiment were entrained in Cape Town and the journey to their base camp took some 4 days/

nights. Numerous other deployments of the regiment took place over the years. 

Mr Alan Brashaw warmly welcomed the invited guests, who included Brigadier General Les Fouché, Leslie Masterson 

(previously the Honorary Colonel of the Dukes), Lieutenant Colonel Francois Marais (the current OC), Lt Col Ray Nesset 

(previous OC), Lt Col Leslie McKenzie, Lt Col Manfred Krecklenberg (previous OC) and Lt Col Bryan Sterne, as well as 

members of the 1st South African Infantry Brigade, being the Dukes, the Transvaal Scottish, and the Natal Carbineers. 

This well-attended event brought together some 53 old friends and comrades, past and present commanding officers, 

current serving members and friends of the Cape Town Rifles (Dukes). All thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to mingle 

and reminisce, with many a tall tale and hilarious anecdote being shared amidst roars of laughter and clinking of glasses.  

 

Photo 3: Mr Alan Brashaw addressing the guests at the annual reunion luncheon at Rosedale 

Calling for a moment of silence, Mr Alan Brashaw said, “Remembrance is an important part of who we are as a regiment. 

Two years ago, the Dukes Association presented the Regiment with the Roll of Honour. We now have a record of those 

brave men who died in the service of the Regiment and our country over the past 162 years. It is important that we keep 

the act of Remembrance. We bow our heads every year for those who paid the supreme sacrifice. Lest we forget.” 
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Photo 4: A moment of silence in remembrance of fallen comrades 

The Dukes Association expressed their condolences to Lt Col Manfred Krecklenberg, whose wife Bertha had 

passed away a few months ago. She regularly attended Dukes functions over many years, always supporting 

her husband and the Regiment. 

 

Photo 5: Mr Alan Brashaw handing a small gift to Lt Col Manfred Krecklenberg 
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Photo 6: Chaplain Anthony Gregorowski said Grace, before the first course was served. 

Lieutenant Colonel Francois Marais spoke about some of the recent activities of the Cape Town Rifles (Dukes), as well 

as mentioning the training and deployment they will be undergoing later this year. He concluded by offering a toast to the 

Regiment.  

 

Photo 7: Lieutenant Colonel Francois Marais 

A warm welcome was extended to the Cape-based members of the Transvaal Scottish Regimental Association and their 

spouses who joined the festivities.  
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Photo 8: Mr Alan Brashaw (centre) with Western Cape members of the Transvaal Scottish Regimental Association 

(from left to right), Neville Bennett, Malcolm Stephenson, Peter and Magda Bolton, Jacques van Wyk with his partner 

Janine O’Connor, and Gordon Sharman (Chairman) 

Also at the function were three members of the United States Marines Corps from the US Embassy in Tokai. The Dukes’ 

Warrant Officers and Sergeants Mess has had a long-standing relationship with the US Marines stationed at the US 

Embassy in Cape Town, and regularly attend each other’s functions, such as mess meetings, parades, luncheons, military 

dinners.  

 

Photo 9: Mr Stephen Els with the Detachment Commander, Gunnery Sergeant David Adames and two of his 

Marines, Sergeant Samuel Hissong and Corporal Edward Harrison Junior 
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The luncheon ended with the awarding of raffle prizes to several lucky recipients!  

 

Photo 10: The DEOR Trust Committee:- 

Back row: Mr Alan Brashaw, Lt Col Bryan Sterne, Mr Roy Kirsten, Mr David Holmes;  

Front row: Lt Col Francois Marais, Colonel Leslie Masterson, Lt Col Manfred Krecklenberg, and Lt Col Ray Nesset. 

 

Photo 11: The Dukes Association Committee:- 
Back row: Sgt S.J Els, M E Neu, Lt Col Ray Nesset, D.A. Holmes, and V.J Reynolds. 

Front row:  D. Berry, Lt Col Francois Marais, Mr A.R. Brashaw, S. Mittens, J. Dorrington  
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A Big Thank You to the kitchen staff and helpers who decorated the dining room so beautifully in the Dukes colours, 

and who prepared such a hearty and delicious meal of soup, roast meat and vegetables, and of course the familiar 

favourite dessert, ice cream with hot chocolate sauce.  

Guests were entertained by the marvellous Dukes Band, looking resplendent in their scarlet tunics, under the baton of 

Captain Len Taylor. The Band will be performing at Rosedale on Monday evening, 21 May, at 19h00, and residents as 

well as guests are invited to attend what is sure to be a delightful evening of music.  

 

Photo 12: Captain Len Taylor conducting the Dukes Band, which entertained the guests before the function 
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TO THE FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF  

Stephan Fourie,  The Chairman of the Cape SAAACA 
who passed away after a motor cycle accident. 

AND  

Sgt Cydwell Sandt whose grandmother passed away. 

May it comfort you to know that we were so very sorry 
to hear of your loss. 
 
You're in our thoughts now, and in the days to come. 

16 June 2018—Youth Day 

17 June 2018—Fathers Day 

22 June to 17 July—School Holidays 

FATHER'S DAY—17 JUNE 2018 

 

Father’s Day is celebrated worldwide to recognize the 

contribution that fathers and father figures make to 

the lives of their children. This day celebrates 

fatherhood and male parenting. Although it is 

celebrated on a variety of dates worldwide, many 

countries observe this day on the third Sunday in 

June.  

https://www.greetingsisland.com/preview/cards/calming-comfort/330-14480

