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GOOD ChARACTER 
IS A SIGn Of InnER 
STREnGTh
“Take time and trouble 
to train yourself for godli-

ness, for while bodily fitness is of some 
value, godliness is of value in every way 
as it holds promise for this present life 
and also for the life to come.”
1 Timothy 3: 8 

The first major movie star to wear a 
uniform in WW2 was James Stewart. 
he willingly accepted the call up and 
tried to get into the Army Air Corps, he 
already had a pilot’s licence. The Corps 
had a strict weight requirement which 
for the actor’s height, that is, a mini-
mum of 70 Kilograms. he only weighed 
64 Kilograms. When he suggested to 
the doctor that he forget to weigh him, 
the officer responded that it would be  
‘highly irregular’.
Mr Stewart replied,
‘Wars are highly irregular too.’
So he won his new role, one in which 
he prayed often, not for himself only but 
those under him as well. he also prayed 
especially that he wouldn’t make a mis-
take.
James Stewart worked his way up and 
completed 25 missions over enemy ter-
ritory. he returned a full colonel with 
the Air Medal, Croix de Guerre, Distin-
guished flying Cross and seven battle 
stars.

[article continues on next page...]

Smoke 
Signals
by Padre Tony Bethke

Armed forces Day is celebrated on the 
 day of the reconstitution of the South 

African Defence force (SADf) to the South 
African national Defence force (SAnDf) 
on 21 february 1993. The aim of this day is 
to honour The Fallen and allows the South 
African national Defence force to interact 
with communities and to expand public 
understanding of the military’s role and its 
purpose to society.

This year, a very successful 7th Armed 
forces Day was held in Cape Town and 
presented a great opportunity for the men 
and woman in uniform to interact and  
display their capabilities and equipment to 
the citizens of the Western Cape.

[article continues on next page...]

Armed Forces Day 2019

Senior leaders representing the different branches of the South African National Defense Force, 
seen standing in the back of the vehicles, led the marching parade on Armed Forces Day 2019.
[Photograph by Gilly-bean]

Agusta A-109 helicopter flying the flag of 
the South African National Defence Force.
[Photograph by Gilly-bean]
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(Left picture) Gnr Matini and Gnr Ngxanga at Fort iKapa on Saturday, 16 February.
[Photograph by Gilly-bean]

(Right picture) WO2 Jansen, Bdr Malusi, Gnr Lombo and Gnr Mbekushe standing outside 
the reception of the hotel were they prepared and decorated the four suites of the Presi-
dent Deputy, the Minister of Defence, the Secretary of Defence and the Chief of SANDF 
for their VIP stay at the hotel during the time of the Armed Forces Day 2019 event.
[Photograph supplied by Capt Leon Carstens]

Bdr Arendse poses in one of the Air Defence Artillery’s (ADA) 
Ghekkos while it was at Fort iKapa on Saturday, 16 February.
[Photograph by Gilly-bean]

[...headline article continued] 
As always it was also a great opportunity 

to test the SAnDf’s logistic capabilities 
and state of readiness.

The 1917 sinking of the ship SS Mendi 
and subsequent loss of 600 SA native  
Labour Corps and 33 crew members was 
also specifically marked.

Cape Garrison Artillery provided facili-
ties in fort iKapa to accommodate mem-

The Armed Forces Day 2019 Fatigue Team from Cape Garrison Artillery, at Fort Wynyard.
[Photograph supplied by Capt Leon Carstens]

[...Smoke Signal article continued]
he remained in the Air force Reserve and 
was eventually promoted to the rank of 
Brigadier General. A man of integrity and 
good strong character.
Take care of your character and your 
reputation will take care of itself.
And that my dear friends is what we so 
desperately need in our country today. Sol-
diers of good character and a crystal clear 
reputation. And this is, of course, true in 
every walk of life and every rank level, not 
just for those at the top levels of leader-
ship!
I end with these Anonymous words:

“If I can throw a single ray of light 
across the darkened pathway of anoth-
er; if I can aid some soul to a clearer 
sight of life and duty, and thus bless a 
brother; if I can wipe from any human 
cheek a tear I shall not have lived in vain 
while here.

‘lf I can guide some erring one to 
truth, inspire within his heart a sense of 
duty; if I can plant within the soul of a 
youth a sense of right, a love of truth 
and beauty; if I can teach one person 
that God and heaven are near, I shall 
not have lived in vain while here.

‘If from my mind I banish doubt and 
fear and keep my life tuned to love and 
kindness; if I can scatter light and hope 
and cheer and help remove the curse 
of mental blindness; if I can make more 
joy, more hope, less pain, I shall not 
have lived and loved in vain.

‘If by life’s roadside I can plant a 
tree, beneath which shade some wea-
ried head may rest, though I may never 
share its beauty, I shall yet be truly blest 
- though no one knows my name, nor 
drops a flower upon my grave l shall not 
have lived in vain while here.”

God bless

bers and equipment from the various Air 
Defence Artillery formation Units, who 
travelled to Cape Town from up country.

A fatigue Team from CGA provided  
assistance and manual labour wherever 
needed, for example the stacking of provi-
sions at the South African navy display in 
the Cape Town‘s V&A Waterfront and with 
the preparation of VIP accommodation.
(by Bdr Dewald le Roux)

At the Chief of SANDF function, held at the Castle of Good Hope. 
Front row, left to right: Gnr Essau, Gnr Mbunjelwa, Gnr Mbekushe, 
Gnr Lubambo, Bdr Petersen, WO2 Jansen, Gnr Lombo and Gnr 
Ntlebi. Back, left to right: Gnr Morai, Bdr Malusi and Gnr Fourie.
[Photograph supplied by Capt Leon Carstens]
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A number of South African Navy warships and a Type 209 submarine (the SAS Manthatisi) 
were open for public viewing on 16 and 17 February in Cape Town’s V&A Waterfront.
[Photographs by Gilly-bean]

Members of the CGA Fatigue Team were in good spirits on Sunday, 17 February, while  
preparing their tented sleeping quarters, at Fort Wynyard, for the duration of the Armed 
Forces Day 2019 event.
[Photographs by Gilly-bean]

One of the Air Defence Artillery (ADA) Bosvark 23mm Guns  
made ready on the beach for the night shoot. The 508m high  
Muizenberg Mountain seen in the background.
[Photograph by Dean Wingrin]

Part of the Armed Forces Day event was a night shoot held at  
Muizenberg on 19 February, with a rehearsal held the night before. 
An Air Defence Artillery 35mm MKV Gun overlooking False Bay.
[Photograph by Dean Wingrin]

Gnr Mose and Gnr Morai were spotted 
standing in the crowd at the Parade on 
Armed Forces Day 2019, 21 February.
[Photograph by Gilly-bean]

An Air Defence Artillery (ADA) Samil 100 GT rides in the Parade 
on the Table View beach front with Cape Town city and the iconic 
Table Mountain in the background, 21 February.
[Photograph by Gilly-bean]

One of the Air Defence Artillery (ADA) Bosvark 23mm Gun on 
parade with the historic Robben Island seen in the background  
on the Table Bay horizon, 21 February.
[Photograph by Gilly-bean]

Bdr Malusi, Gnr Mbekushe and Gnr 
Litholi packing out water for Parade day.
[Photograph supplied by Capt Leon Carstens]



2019 SS Mendi Memorial Parade

The SS Mendi Memorial Service, 24 February 2019.
[Photograph by Regine Lord]

Capt Leon Carstens laying a wreath on  
behalf of CGA at the SS Mendi Memorial.
[Photograph by Regine Lord]

Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cape 
Town, Prof Mamokgethi Phakeng.
[Photograph by Regine Lord]

Capt L. Carstens and Capt (Ret) B. Risien 
with the Chief of Staff Air Defence Artillery 
Formation Col P. Mokgosi.
[Photograph by S/Sgt Tony Reis]

Above: Guests stand in honour of the fallen.

Left, from left to right: S/Sgt T. Reis, WO2 G. Pitcher of Cape Town 
Highlanders, Col P. Mokgosi, Col Mokgosi’s son, Capt L. Carstens, 
MWO E. Stroebel (RSM) and Pipe Sergent M. Opperman.
[Photographs by Regine Lord]

Pipe Sergeant Mogamat Opperman from 
Cape Garrison Artillery Pipes & Drums 
who played the lament.
[Photograph by Regine Lord]

Commemorating the tragic sinking of 
the SS Mendi troopship in the English 

Channel on 21st february 1917, a fairly 
well attended memorial parade on the 
24th february 2019, especially after the 
same memorial parade was held on the 
21st february 2019, where our President 
Cyril Ramaphosa laid a wreath.

It was great to see a host of CGA members  
at the memorial parade, namely, Acting 
Officer Command Capt Leon Carstens, 
RSM WO1 Elroy Stroebel, Pipe Major  
S/Sgt Tony Reis and Pipe Sgt Mogamat  
Opperman. Capt (Ret) Bruce Risien acted as 
the Master of Ceremonies with Padre Pierre 
Roux conducting the religious ceremony, 
and CGA Pipe Sgt Opperman contributed 
by piping the lament for the wreath laying 
ceremony.

Also in attendance, was guest of honour 
Vice Chancellor Professor Mamokgwethi 
Phakeng, and dignitaries Executive Deputy 
Mayor of Cape Town, Ian neilson, Major 
General Keith Mokoape, Chief of Staff Lt 
Colonel Patrick Mokgosi, Colonel Litster 
of her Majesty’s British Armed Services, 
Rear Admiral Bubele Mhlana of the South 
African navy, Brigadier General John del 
Monte, Legionnaire Godfrey Giles of the 
World Veterans Association.

The guest speaker was Vice Chancellor 
Professor Mamokgwethi Phakeng, who 
gave a wonderful speech emphasising the 
importance of memorising and respecting 
this tragic event back in 1917. Interesting-
ly, the spot where the SS Mendi Memorial 
site is currently situated, at the University 
of Cape Town Lower Campus, was the ex-
act spot where the 600-plus SA native La-
bour Corps gathered before being taken to 
the ship, SS Mendi.
(by S/Sgt Tony Reis)

�
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Photo Fun Flaunt...

FOUND AT THE FORT
[Photograph by Gilly-bean]
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Bdr De Waal and Bdr Davey busy with 
cleaning of parts.

The inside of the E2 Maintenance and 
Tools Container.

Div and Jaques busy doing maintenance 
on the generators.

Gnr Jansen busy with cleaning of parts 
from the 35mm Gun.

Gnr Mose busy with the cleaning of parts 
from the 35mm Gun.

Maintenance

The Servicing and Maintenance of the 
Prime Mission Equipment (PME) took 

place at fort IKapa, hanger 630, at the 
end of february to the beginning of March 
of this year. An Oerlikon, 35mm twin- 
barrelled anti-aircraft gun was brought into 
hanger 630 and was made ready for its up-
keep (seen above). Maintenance work was 
also done on the generators.

Well done to all those involved.
[Photographs supplied by Capt Leon Carstens]
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Bdr Davey and Gnr Jansen busy with 
maintenance on the 23mm Gun.

Bdr De Waal, Gnr Mose and  
Gnr Jansen busy with maintenance  
on the 3.7 inch Gun.

Gnr Litholi, Gnr Mbelwa and Gnr Raqo 
busy with maintenance around the  
15 pounder BLC field gun (the sister gun 
to ‘Skinny Liz’ in Kimberley).

Repair Project - Gnr Mbelwa and  
Gnr Scheeps busy with water flowing 
repairs at the gates of the main fort at Fort 
Wynyard.

Flag Hoisting
A flag should always be hoisted at the 

 start of the working day and lowered 
again before or at sunset. At CGA the hoist-
ing of our national flag takes place daily 
at 08h00 at fort Wynyard, and is lowered 
just before the last light in the evenings.

The CGA Guard Commander at the fort 
will task a guard to be the flag bearer and a 
daily rotation accords the task to different 
guards. The flag hoisting ceremony takes 
about 1 minute and 48 seconds, the length 
of time it takes for our national Anthem to 
be played, with the members on parade 
having a fall Out in total of 10 minutes.

flags are not to remain flying at night un-
less suitably illuminated. In South Africa, 
this rule still applies to government desig-
nated flag stations, while through common 
usage the flag can be displayed 24 hours a 
day outside of official stations.
[Information and photographs supplied by  
Capt Leon Carstens]

Guard, Gnr I Njwabule, hoising the flag.

Members of CGA stand to attention at one 
of the daily Flag Hoisting Parades held at 
Fort Wynyard.

Repair Project - Gnr Mbelwa and  
Gnr Scheeps finished relocating one of the 
water taps and tiling, inside the main fort 
at Fort Wynyard.

Maintenance at  
Fort Wynyard
The Servicing and Maintenance of 

the Prime Mission Equipment (PME), 
namely the 3.7 inch Gun and 23mm Gun, 
also took place at fort Wynyard, as well as 
repair projects to the fort grounds.

Well done to all those involved.
[Photographs supplied by Capt Leon Carstens]
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Queen Elizabeth  
   Passenger Liner

World Pride  
Parade 2019
World Pride Day was celebrated 

in Green Point, on Saturday, 2nd 
March. The Cape Garrison Artillery Pipes 
& Drums led the street parade of approxi-
mately 8000 people. And what an event-
ful, fun day it turned out to be. It was also 
a great pleasure having some of our good 
friends from Cape Town highlanders join 
us for this wonderful street parade.
(Photograph and article supplied by  
S/Sgt Tony Reis)

On board the Crystal Serenity - CGA Pipes 
& Drums’ Mivuyo Khete on African drums.

On the evening of the 18th January 2019, the three Cape Town 
 military pipe bands, from Cape Garrison Artillery, Cape 

Town highlanders and Cape field Artillery, performed a mini  
Tattoo at the impressive theatre, on board the Queen Elizabeth  
Luxury Passenger Liner. What an experience this turned out to be.

Because of strict security, it took approximately an hour for all 
three bands to get on board, as we all had to go through customs 
and each member issued special passes. What made it a bit awk-
ward was that no one was allowed to walk around the ship. All 
three bands were allocated to one room, and that’s where we 
stayed, that’s where we tuned up, and that’s where we were served 
snacks and refreshments between the two shows.

Both shows went off extremely well. And to add to the festive 
mood on board, we landed up entertaining after both shows in the 
impressive foyer area outside the entrance to the theatre. This was 
very well received by everyone. Overall, a very successful evening.

Since then, we have received more invites for the same act on 
board various visiting passenger liners, which is excellent for our 
Cape Town pipe bands.
(Article by S/Sgt Tony Reis, and photographs courtesy of  
Maj Dalene Coetzee and S/Sgt Tony Reis)

In the foyer of the Queen Elizabeth Luxury Passenger Liner.

On board the Queen Elizabeth Luxury Passenger Liner.

On board the Crystal Serenity, a cruise 
ship owned by Crystal Cruises.

The Queen Elizabeth Luxury Passenger Liner docked in Cape Town.

On board the Crystal Serenity.



Smoke  
    Profiles
A LOOK AT:  
PIPE MAJOR S/SGT TOny REIS

Tony’s piping career 
dates back to 1974 

at Christian Brothers 
College in Kimberley, 
where he took a ma-
jor interest in wanting 
to learn to play this 
amazing instrument, 
the Great highland 
Bagpipe. It was during 
this period at school 
where he discovered 
that he had the ability 
to transcribe tunes, and 
then taught himself to 
write music. In his mat-
ric year, Tony became 
the Pipe Major of his 
school’s band.

After matriculating in 1977, Tony served 
his compulsory two year national Service, 
and for the next eleven years, focused on 
his semi-professional football career. One 
would have imagined it was a thirteen 
year sabbatical, but it was not. Playing the  
bagpipes was totally erased from his mind 
during the thirteen years, 1978 to 1990.

It was towards the end of 1990, the 
3rd november 1990, in fact, when Tony 
bumped into the Cape field Artillery Pipes 
and Drums performing at a school fete in 
Bothasig. It was a rather strange feeling, 
while listening to the pipe band perform-
ing, that all memory of the tunes he used 
to play at school thirteen years ago, started 
coming back to him.

It was then, that he decided to move 
back into the piping world, and joined 
Cape field Artillery Pipes and Drums, on 
the 5th november 1990.

The rest, as per Tony’s Piping CV, is sim-
ply an amazing piping career. And twenty 
eight years later, he is still going strong.

  LEADERShIP:
 1977  Pipe Major of the Christian Brothers College Kimberley Pipe Band
 2000 - now  Pipe Major of the Cape Town Caledonian Pipe Band
 2003-2008  Pipe Major of the Cape field Artillery Pipes & Drums
 2014 - now  Pipe Major of the Cape Garrison Artillery Pipes & Drums

  SERVICES:
 1975-1977  Christian Brother’s College Kimberley Pipe Band
 1990-2008   Cape field Artillery Pipes & Drums
 1999 - now  Cape Town Caledonian Pipe Band
 2005 and  Guesting for the...
 2010-2018  ...South African Irish Regiment Pipes and Drums
 2014 - now  Cape Garrison Artillery Pipes & Drums

  LOCAL AChIEVEMEnTS:
 1999 - now  Armistice Day Memorial Parade, Battledress Shellhole, fish hoek
 1990-2008  Cape Town Military Tattoo, Goodwood Showgrounds and Castle of Good hope
 2003-2008  national Gunners Memorial Parade, Potchefstroom
 2008  Opening of Parliament
 2009  South African Tattoo, Montecasino, Gauteng
 2013  South African Tattoo, Montecasino, Gauteng
 2005 - now  honorary Member of the South African Irish Regiment Pipes & Drums
 2009 - now  Border Boys Memorial Parade, Dawn Patrol Shellhole, Bergvliet
 2010 - now  Armistice Day Memorial Parade, Marshall Smuts Shellhole, Somerset West
 2014-2015  Cape Town Military Tattoo, Castle of Good hope
 2014-2019  SS Mendi Memorial Parade, University of Cape Town Campus
 2018  South African Tattoo, Sun Arena, Pretoria

  InTERnATIOnAL AChIEVEMEnTS:
 2000   Millennium March through Edinburgh,  

raising funds for Marie Curie Cancer Care
 2002  Edinburgh Military Tattoo, Scotland
 2005  Edinburgh Military Tattoo, Scotland
 2008  Music of the night Concert, Plymouth, UK
 2010  Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo, Scotland
 2011  Basel Tattoo, Switzerland
 2018  Belfast Tattoo, northern Ireland

In the twenty eight years, Tony has gained 
friendships with numerous international 
pipers around the world, and has bonded 
with a number of pipe bands locally and 
internationally. And thanks to his special 
bond with Pipe Major Craig herwill of 
the South African Irish Regiment Pipes 
and Drums, this has led him to be invited 
as an honorary piping guest at Tattoos in  
Edinburgh, Basel and Belfast.

Another highlight of note, would be Tony 
leading the Cape field Artillery Pipes and 
Drums in Plymouth, United Kingdom, in 
2008, before the nasty business set in.

Being the Pipe Major of the Cape Gar-
rison Artillery Pipes & Drums, recently 
formed in 2014, Tony and his merry band 

members are currently building up the 
band. With the professional assistance of 
fellow band members, Lead Drummer John 
van niekerk, Pipe Sgt Mogamat Opperman 
and Piper Emlyn Madziwa, they have tak-
en in a number of children from the less 
advantaged areas, and have been receiving 
training on the various instruments. This 
has certainly proved to be a success, and 
there is a good feeling that this will grow.

As can be seen, Pipe Major Tony Reis is  
a passionate leader with high expectations,  
loyal, and will fight for the good of his 
band. The fact that the Cape Garrison Artil-
lery Pipes & Drums has never had a budget, 
nor received any type of sponsor, Tony has 
made this his main focus to find a sponsor 
who understands the band’s situation.

Mobile: +27 (0)72 363 0162
Email: pmajr.ctcpb@gmail.com

(Photographs supplied by S/Sgt Tony Reis)8

Above: At the Cape Town Military Tattoo, 
Castle of Good Hope.

Above, left: School days.

Below, left: National Gunners Memorial 
Parade, Potchefstroom.

Above: Music of the Night Concert,  
Plymouth, UK, 2008. (Front piper).

Below: Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo, 
Scotland, 2010. (Forth from the right).


