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Fthe closing of the Van der Stel Gate to the last 

plaintive notes of the pipes leaving the arena 

Military Tattoo entranced the audience. Playing to 

packed stands, the 2014 tattoo brought the military 

-

bration of pageantry and national defence capability. 

this annual event.

tattoo in Africa, is held under the authority of the 

time and Reserve Force members of the South 

African National Defence Force (SANDF), under 

the aegis of the Defence Reserves Provincial Of-

Hope, completed in April 1679 and with a continu-

Town Military Tattoo unique among tattoos around 

the world.

Over four evening performances and a Saturday 

matinee, from 5 to 8 November 2014, the tenth 

of democracy in South Africa. Attending as saluting 

-

-

The magnitude of our national achievements over 

the past two decades was dramatized in a carefully 

constructed and choreographed programme that 

of Good Hope and the loss of South African lives in 

birth of the SANDF in 1994 to the exhilarating 

capabilities of our soldiers today.

Lighting and sound were once again 

provided by 3 Electronic Workshop, 

Pretoria, under WO1 Shawn Boehme. 

Their enthusiasm for the project 

was evident in the impeccable 

sound and in the atmospheric 

and perfectly designed lighting. 

In traditional fashion, the 

-

-

ing of a 17th century signal cannon 

by members of the South African 
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The 2014 Cape Town Military Tattoo: 
Celebrating 20 Years of Democracy in South Africa

The action-packed ‘deploy and protect’ 

act by soldiers from SAASIC.
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detonation introduced another ancient 

military custom: each evening, as night 

-

key ceremony, dating back to the days 

Adjutant. The Military Fanfare Group then 

South Africa plays a critical role in fostering 

regional stability and democratic governance on 

-

sisting in peacekeeping operations.

The birth of the SANDF itself, which this year also 

celebrates its 20th birthday, was dramatically de-

picted in an act by the SA Army Special Infantry 

1994, the South African Defence Force and the de-

fence forces of Bophuthatswana, Venda, Transkei 

Sizwe, the Azanian People’s Liberation Army (APLA) 

– one 

that would gain the trust of the whole nation and 

protect the freedom of our country. This force was 

the South African National Defence Force. Since 

then, we have seen our soldiers saving the lives of 

undertaking peacekeeping duties across the conti-

seen them protecting our borders. The SANDF is 

a force for peace, and a force we can be proud of.

another spectacular appearance later in the show. 

The SANDF is in daily service of the people of South 

Africa in ways that we may not appreciate, includ-

ing border control operations, support of other state 

departments and peace-keeping operations under 

the auspices of the United Nations and the African 

Union. They are also deployed in major game re-

serves to assist in curbing the ongoing scourge of 

rhino poaching. The mock contact with poachers by 

Another popular act was the display of silent drill 

by the cadets of TS Woltemade, learners involved 

in the SA Navy cadet programme. Their meticulous 

display, which took over 100 hours to perfect, was 

over in 6½ minutes but the audience was riveted 

to their seats for every second. We saw the cadets 

again in a tribute to the men of the SS Mendi.

This year marks the centenary of the start of World 

world, at a cost of over 37 million civilian and military 

casualties. On 21 February 1917, the troopship SS 

her 616 South Africans, nearly all of them members 

European front. In October 2014, the SANDF rededi-

cated the SS Mendi Memorial on the grounds of the 

of the SA Navy Marimba Group, the cadets of TS 

Woltemade, and the young dancers of Project 021 

paid tribute to the men who perished beneath the 

waves that day, with the words of Rev. Isaac Dyobha 

ringing in their ears: “We are the sons of Africa!”

We had earlier watched spellbound as the 

learners of Project 021, a commu-

nity-based collaboration 

Massed Pipes & Drums. 
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breaking down social barriers towards a united South 

Africa, dramatized the challenges and hopes of the 

transition to a democratic South Africa.

were the bands. A massive total of 4 military bands 

Town Military Tattoo, in a sensational display of pag-

eantry and sound. The military bands were repre-

sented by the South African Army Band Western 

Navy Band from Simonstown, and the SA Mili-

tary Health Service Band from Pretoria. The 

pipe bands included the Drums and 

-

ers, the Pipes and 

Pipes and Drums SA Military Health Ser-

vice, The Pipe Band of 1 Medical Battalion, 

Each solo act was constructed to complement the 

tattoo theme, including numerous traditional South 

African references honouring the spirit of ubuntu 

a joyous celebration of twenty years of democracy.

1812 Overture, performed by the massed military 

-

trance. Firing in precise synchronisation with the 

bastions and the cordite rolls over the parapet 

walls, thrilling the audience night after night.

-

ude and Sunset during the Final Muster gave us all 

we as South Africans have made, as we enter our 

third decade of democracy. For inspirational and 

educational content, colourful pageantry and bril-

night sky and the last spotlight faded away, it was 

been a tremendous success.  

 Final Muster.

Lt (SAN) Lindela Madikizela telling the story of the SS Mendi 

with the Sea Cadets from TS Woltemade behind him.

The formation of the 

new SANDF.


