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TAKE BACK THE CANAL MOONLIGHT WALK ORGANISED BY PNW

Pictures and text by Pinelands resident 
Regine Lord.

At Clyde Pinelands sports field, a buzz of 

excitement awaited residents who had 

come out in large numbers to participate in 

our ‘Take back the Canal’ walk on Saturday 

7 March 2015. Everyone was wrapped 

up in warm windbreakers on a clear but 

chilly night, and carrying torches, solar 

lamps or headlamps. Kids were running 

around, thrilled to be out so late. Eager 

dogs were barking and pulling on leads, or 

sitting calmly, waiting for the start. Shortly 

before we set off, Peter Anders (Pinelands 

Neighbourhood Watch) and John Berry 

(Pinelands Residents and Ratepayers 

Association) welcomed us to the event. 

Walking briskly along the (more or less) 

well-lit path next to the Elsieskraal Canal, 

we walked all the way from Clyde Pinelands 

to the bridge at the Masonic Temple, before 

turning back the same way. Friendly law 

enforcement officials and PNW volunteers 

stopped car traffic on the various bridges 

and intersections. Faced with an oncoming 

tide of walkers, many people seemed to 

turn around before the end, probably keen 

to return to the refreshments waiting for 

those who returned to Clyde Pinelands, 

about an hour later! There was a wonderful 

vibe, with lots of smiling faces and light-

hearted banter between the walkers.

What a great turnout we had for our 

moonlight walk on 7 March! A huge 

THANK YOU to all PNW members, 

Pinelands residents and friends, and 

the support services of SAPS, Law 

Enforcement, Metro and Pinewatch for 

making our 'Take Back Our Canal' walk 

such a tremendous success! With 198 

adults, 24 children and 15 dogs, we had a 

fantastic evening! Here's looking forward 

to the next one!

PRRA MEETING
The PRRA  meeting was held on 18 March 

in the Pinelands Library Hall. An interesting 

talk presented by Sheryl Ozinsky on the 

OZCF was followed by some Pinelands 

issues that are summarised in Brian 

Watkyns Community News Focus number 

139. At last the section 21 Company for the 

Pinelands Street Camera Project has been 

registered. For those residents who wish to 

contribute to this important safety feature 

in Pinelands, please see the banking details 

on the community calendar page 2.

Brian Watkyns in collaboration with the 

PRRA, the Traffic Department and the City 

Roads Engineers is investigating solutions 

to the dangerous intersection between 

Forest Drive and Forest Place.

A new contractor is to be sourced to clean 

along the canal. 

The removal of an iconic tree outside PNPS 

was done as a safety measure and council 

will now replace the tree with Outeniqua 

Yellowoods and park benches.

If you would like to read the full version 

of Brian Watkyns Community News Focus 

Number 139, see www.pinelandsdirectory.

co.za. Other issues addressed were traffic 

problems in Glen Roy; a dog park where 

dogs could run free; maintenance of the  

canal bridges which are rusting; and the 

renovation of the Howard Bowling Club into 

a training centre for sports and recreation 

staff. One green will be made available for 

an urban garden. A reminder was given to 

all residents that water restrictions are still 

in place. Garden watering may not be done 

between 10am and 4pm.

PNW – THANK YOU
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