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FOREWORD BY THE CHAIRPERSON
OF THE CAPE TOWN MILITARY
TATTOO 2015
Capetonians and visitors to the Mother City
and the Castle of Good Hope, loyal friends
of our tattoo and supporters of our men
and women in uniform: welcome to the
Cape Town Military Tattoo 2015!
This year marks the 10th anniversary of
the Cape Town Military Tattoo (CTMT). Our
dedicated Executive Committee has gone
beyond the call of duty to present a world-class
tattoo of the highest standard. The production
includes magnificent new acts by international,
national and local entertainers and exciting
changes to the sequence of the program and
the signature act of our tattoo, Tchaikovsky’s
1812 Overture. The celebration of the 10th
anniversary is indeed a proud moment for
the stalwarts who originally started the
CTMT in 2003.
More than a decade ago, the CTMT began
with limited funds and resources and only
a few men with knowledge and experience
of tattoos; the rest of the team were hard-
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core soldiers with much more training and
operational experience than knowledge of
how to put together a tattoo. The lack of funds
and resources was counter-balanced, however,
by the sheer determination, enthusiasm,
dedication and will-power of a few good men
and women who did their utmost to produce
a high quality tattoo; wherever experience and
knowledge fell short, we followed the approach
of fixing the production plan by ‘shooting
the plan right’.
Although it is of course highly entertaining,
the greater purpose of the CTMT is to boost
the image of the South African National Defence
Force (SANDF), to develop a better relationship
between the armed forces and to foster goodwill
in the community.
Right from the start, a strong overarching
structure was created for the CTMT. It
incorporated several significant elements of
presenting a tattoo at the Castle of Good Hope,
set against the backdrop of majestic Table
Mountain – one of the modern Seven Wonders
of the World. The programme thus included
certain acts, such as the Castle Key Ceremony
and the Ceremonial Closing of the Castle gates,
the Fanfare, the outstanding military music, the

dramatic Finale involving all the participants,
and the iconic Lone Piper. Our signature act has
always been Tchaikovsky’s famed 1812 Overture,
with synchronised gunfire provided by the
Cape Field Artillery Saluting Troop.
The concept behind the CTMT has always
been to include all communities in the event,
to create opportunities for youth development,
to encourage young upcoming artists and give
them a platform to perform, and to incorporate
strategic partners: all of this would enable this
event to grow into an internationally recognised
and respected military tattoo.
Through the years, audiences were entertained
by local youth groups, marching drill squads,
school music bands, church marching bands,
choirs and dance groups, musicians and
performers who came from all communities
across the City of Cape Town. The Western
Province Schools Marching and Drill Exhibition
Association, the TS Woltemade Sea Cadets
and drill teams from the SA Navy marched
silently to the beat of drums. The famed South
African Lipizzaners of Johannesburg, the Riding
Centre of Hout Bay and the SAPS Mounted
Unit of the Western Cape showed off their
equestrian skills. The Koninklijke Marechaussee
from The Netherlands visited us with their
Trompetterkorps and the Dutch Fife Band of
the Historisch Tamboerkorps. Military musicians
came from Namibia and Zambia, from the
Rwanda Defence Force Army Band and from
the Botswana Army Band. The Alexander
School of Dance and the Celtic Dance Tapestry,
the energetic young girls of the Curro Private
School Drum Majorettes, and the colourful Cape
minstrels in their bright costumes all took to the
stage at the CTMT. And all of them contributed
directly to the success and overall growth of
the tattoo.
I believe that the relationship with our strategic
partners has developed to such a level that
the stage is set for taking the CTMT to a new
level – a level where it will achieve international
recognition. The sound support received from
the City of Cape Town and from a number of
active supporters and sponsors made it possible
for the CTMT not only to survive financial strain,
but also for it to contribute significantly to
economic growth, the tourist industry
and employment.
The CTMT 2015 is the culmination of over
a decade of successfully presenting the tattoo
in the Mother City at the Castle of Good

Hope. The tattoo organisers can now draw on
a wealth of knowledge and experience. The
standard of this year’s tattoo is proof of the
dedication, passion and unselfish contribution
of their time, skills and resources by the regular
and reserve force men and women, strategic
partners and tattoo volunteers, such as editors,
IT specialists, photographers, business and
organisational partners. With the good relations
fostered over the past decade, our focus
is not only on creating a world class tattoo
but also on building audiences and fostering
the appreciation of high quality music in the
communities, where the newly recruited tattoo
members will be active.
The future of the CTMT is based on building
discerning audiences, constantly improving
the quality of the performances, and following
an all-inclusive approach to incorporate other
cultural performing groups, bands, choirs,
dance groups and musicians. The development
of institutional and individual capacity will be
prioritised by taking the tattoo to the people,
in order to engender support and appreciation
for a military culture in communities and areas,
where newly recruited tattoo participants will
be active.
We thank you for your patronage, for
supporting the men and women in uniform and
for supporting our cause, that of protecting
and promoting traditional knowledge and
cultural expression, ‘Shaping the Future of
Arts and Culture in the Western Cape through
the Magic and Splendour of Tattoos’.

Lieutenant Colonel Johan Conradie
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EXECUTIVE MAYOR OF THE CITY
OF CAPE TOWN, PATRICIA DE LILLE
It is once again time for one of the most anticipated

Chief of the South African
Army, Lieutenant General
VR Masondo, MMM
As the SA Army enters its third decade in the defence
of our democracy, we do so through celebration of
our rich military culture, which is so appropriately
encapsulated in the diverse sounds created by
our military bands here at the Cape Town
Military Tattoo 2015.
This rich culture, which is carried across, captured
and narrated through our accomplished musicians’
performances, is an asset that helps us to tell our
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occasions on the events calendar. This year we
come together to witness the 10th Cape Town
Military Tattoo. During the past 10 years, we have
created so many memories at what has become the
biggest military tattoo in South Africa. Each year, this
institution has furthered our objective of becoming
the events capital of Africa.
Thank you for annually revitalising the Castle of
Good Hope, a monument of the rich history that
finds its home in our city.
I would like to commend all the artists, who include
the finest military and pipe bands, drill teams and
dancers present in our city, for the many hours
of hard work and practice that they have put into
preparation for this event. Thank you for the superb
quality of entertainment, which you provide for our
residents. I am certain that this excellent show will
once again impress all in attendance, and continue
to grow from strength to strength.
military stories and attract even the interests of distant
admirers coming from other countries of the world.
Our highly skilled musicians from various bands
across our vast country have gathered here to feed
your souls and to take you on a journey of endless
exhilaration, evoked by our rich military music
catalogue, which caters for various genres and sounds.
Our bands have the innate ability and the musical
ear to fuse ethnic African sounds with those of their
European and Western counterparts, producing
marvellous memorable symphonies.
The Cape Town Military Tattoo offers an extra bonus,
since this military music extravaganza takes place
against the backdrop of majestic Table Mountain,
which is keeping a watchful eye on things and
inspiring creative genius from our performers.
This event has grown over the years and caters for
a wide catalogue of popular and in-demand military
beats and I can assure you that your thirst for soulful
military sounds will be quenched by the impressive
range of highly talented musicians who are giving
us a showcase of their artistic work tonight.
Let us now show some appreciation for our
dedicated troop of planners and musicians who have
made this event possible, both from the Reserve and
the Regular Forces, and who have always been driven
and determined to ensure that this year’s Cape Town
Military Tattoo lives up to expectations and continues
to push the envelope, as required by the excellent
presentation of this crowd-pulling event.
And as the SA Army enters its third decade, we urge
you always to be mindful of the fact that our freedom
required ultimate sacrifices by our forebears, and
that we therefore need to guard against all forms of
divisive energies that aim to derail the consolidation
of our people-based constitutional democracy.
May the serenading beats of our military bands
consume you and appeal to your keen musical ears.
I thank you.

Chief Executive Officer of
the Castle Control Board,
Calvyn Gilfellan
The Cape Town Military Tattoo 2015 is happening
on the eve of some of the most significant
and exciting developments in the 350-year
history of the Castle of Good Hope. In 2016,
we will witness the commemoration of its
350th anniversary – a unique opportunity,
firstly, to acknowledge and verbalise the

Producer, Lieutenant Colonel
Tienie Lott
Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col) Tienie Lott and his
production team (Warrant Officer Class 2 Charles
Canning – Production Manager, and Master Warrant

associations with colonial exploitation, slavery,
persecution and pain. Secondly, it offers a
momentous chance to commemorate the Castle in
an inclusive, participatory and democratic manner,
thus creating the basis for understanding, healing
and nation building. This will also support our
ambitions to have the Castle declared as
a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Complementing the above are the significant
building renovations currently undertaken under
the watchful eyes of the Department of Public
Works. On a recent media tour of the building site,
it became clear that our democratic government
is extremely serious about the maintenance,
protection and enhancement of our shared
heritage. This is the first significant upgrade in
almost 30 years, and it will not only enhance the
physical appearance and universal access of the
Castle but also open up hitherto disused and
hidden spaces.
To all the participants, spectators and sponsors
of the Cape Town Military Tattoo 2015 – welcome
to the 10th anniversary of this exciting event.
You are not mere onlookers but active participants
in the writing of a new chapter in the history
books of this amazing building and country.

Officer (MWO) Alfie Wort – Choreographer) welcome
you to this year’s Cape Town Military Tattoo (CTMT).
This year marks the 10th anniversary of the
CTMT, which began in 2003, 12 years ago, as
a small military show (no tattoos were held in
2005, 2006 and 2011). Since then, the tattoo has
continued to grow in stature, as we promised you
every year that the next year would be even better!
I can confidently state that this year’s
performance will be world class, thanks to the
hard work of my predecessors and all the members
who are still on the Tattoo Committee. As we know,
the CTMT has become an integral part of Cape
Town’s calendar.
Our theme at this year’s tattoo is: In remembrance
of World War I. You will see and experience this
theme throughout the many diverse performances
of the various participants and groups that will
perform here tonight.
In addition to our talented local performers
and military musicians, we are also privileged to
welcome acts from far beyond the borders of
South Africa, such as Chloë Agnew from Celtic
Woman and the Pakistan Army Band, as well as
those who have achieved worldwide recognition,
such as Joey the War Horse and our very own Riel
Dansers from Wupperthal in the Western Cape.
We promise you an unforgettable evening
with the finest military bands and pipe bands,
complimented by all the other international acts.
The team wish you a fantastic 10th Anniversary
of the Cape Town Military Tattoo 2015!
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p r od u c ti on te a m

p r oduc t i o n t e a m

tattoo chairperson: Lt col johan conradie
Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col) Johan Conradie has seen extended military
service in the SANDF. He started his career as an Officer Instructor and
served in external, local and peacekeeping operations. He is a qualified
Operation Battalion Commander and served as an Officer Instructor at
the SA Army College. He has successfully completed a Senior Management
and Development Program and a Project Management Program at the
University of Stellenbosch Business School. He now serves as a Staff
Officer in the Defence Reserves Provincial Office Western Cape (DRPOWC).
Lt Col Conradie is passionate about the Reserves and believes in engendering support
for military volunteers and promoting the image of the SANDF through marketing events,
such as shows, exhibitions and the acclaimed Cape Town Military Tattoo. He served on the
Executive Committee of the initial CTMTs in a supportive role, but has been the Chairperson
of the ExCom for a total period of seven years.
Apart from the CTMT, he is also responsible for planning and directing all operational,
administrative, logistical and financial activities of the DRPOWC and the Defence Provincial
Liaison Council to promote the Reserves Service System.

Executive Officer: Lt Col Ralph Wilkinson
Lt Col Ralph Wilkinson has been in the SANDF for just over 30 years and
has been employed in various positions and appointments. He is a qualified
Battalion Commander, served as the Senior Training Staff Officer at 3 South
African Infantry Battalion in Kimberley, and is currently serving as a Staff
Officer at Fort iKapa Military Base.
Lt Col Wilkinson is a focused and dedicated officer who helps to promote the
image of the SANDF through marketing events, such as exhibitions, information
sessions and, of course, the well-known Cape Town Military Tattoo. Since 2012, he has been a
member of the Executive Committee as Logistical Officer, where his functions included arranging
accommodation and catering, medical and emergency services, as well as all other support
requirements. Since 2014, he has been serving as the Tattoo Executive Officer, assisting the
chairperson with the planning and execution of the tattoo, the planning and coordination of support
services, and liaison with the various military units and organisations who are supporting the CTMT.

producer: Lt col TIENIE LOTT
Lt Col Marthinus Petrus ‘Tienie’ Lott has 19 years of Regular Force service and
17 years in the Reserve Force behind him, since first joining the Defence Force
(South African Coloured Corps – SACC) in September 1978. Over the next
decade, he was promoted on merit and appointed as Company Commander,
being deployed in various provinces in the Republic as well as in various
sectors in Namibia and Angola, including Ovamboland, Kaokoland, Okavango
and the Caprivi. In 1990, he was transferred to Group 39 as SO2 Operations.
In January 1994, he was promoted to the rank of Commandant, and was transferred to Group 8 in
East London as SO1 Operations. Since 1996, when he moved back to Cape Town with his family, he
has been actively involved with the SA Army’s Reserve Force.
He has served with several units and in various posts, including Group 1 (SO1 Ops), PAA Cmdr
during the 2010 World Cup, acting 2IC of J TAC WC, and as SO1 Career Manager RF at Army HQ,
until taking over command of the Cape Town Highlanders in March 2014. This is his first year as
Producer of the Cape Town Military Tattoo.
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Production manager: WO2 CHARLES CANNING
Warrant Officer Class 2 (WO2) Charles Canning began playing the bagpipes
35 years ago. He joined The Drums and Pipes of the Cape Town Highlanders
as a cadet in 1985. In 1995, he was appointed as Pipe Major of The Drums
and Pipes, a post he still holds today. It was always his dream to perform
internationally with the band. Since 2000, WO2 Canning has led the band in
no less than 13 international tattoos: Edinburgh, Basel and Berlin top the list of
tattoos visited. He has also had the privilege of being the lone piper at both the
Edinburgh and Basel Tattoos. This year, WO2 Canning takes over as Tattoo Production Manager.
His knowledge of tattoos is extensive and it remains his goal to turn the CTMT into an
internationally recognised event on the world tattoo calendar.

director of music: CAPT VERNON MICHELS
Captain (Capt) Vernon Michels started his musical career in 1981 as a trumpet
player in the Moravian Church of South Africa. He joined the SANDF in 1996
and successfully completed his basic military training at SAS Saldanha. After
serving in the SA Navy Band for six years, he transferred to the SA Army and
was appointed as Chief Musician at the SA Army Band Western Cape in
December 2001. In 2008, he qualified as an Army Director of Music and
successfully completed his officer’s training in 2009. He was appointed as
Director of Music of both the SA Army Band Western Cape and the Cape Town Military Tattoo
in 2012. His passion for military music has led him to participate in several international tattoos,
such as the 2008 Virginia International Military Tattoo and the 2009 South African Tattoo.
Since his appointment as the Director of Music of the CTMT, Capt Michels carefully selects
the music not only to complement each year’s theme, but also to draw the best musical
ability out of each musician in the arena. His knowledge of military music is exceptional
and his aim for this year is to make the CTMT an African Tattoo of note.

choreographer: MWO ALFIE WORT
Master Warrant Officer (MWO) Alfie Wort has been the Regimental Sergeant
Major of the Cape Town Highlanders for three years, having steadily worked
himself up through the ranks until his promotion to Master Warrant Officer
in November 2012. MWO Wort has been closely involved with the Cape Town
Military Tattoo since the very beginning. Initially one of the Act Coordinators,
he soon joined the Production Team. In his role as choreographer, he is
responsible for ensuring the correctness of all the drill and ceremonial
aspects of the tattoo. He is also involved in preparing and training the Castle Ceremonial
Guard, the Silent Guard and the Flagbearers.

tattoo announcer: ANDY DIPPENAAR
Andy’s experience has taken him from the theatre to feature films, from
television and radio presenter to the world of advertising where he is
a voice artiste, writer and creative director. As a bagpiper himself,
performing with the Transvaal Scottish Pipes and Drums, Andy is no
stranger to tattoos and has performed on many occasions in the Royal
Edinburgh Military Tattoo in Scotland, and in Europe’s second largest
tattoo in Basel, Switzerland. Andy has also been welcoming audiences
as the narrator of the South African Tattoo at Montecasino since its inception in 2008.
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THE LOGO of the CAPE TOWN
MILITARY TATTOO
The logo incorporates various symbols relating
to the home region of the tattoo, namely Cape
Town and the Western Cape.
The Figure of Hope in the centre, flanked
by an antique ship’s anchor and a stylised
representation of Table Mountain, is a traditional
symbol of the Cape of Good Hope. It was also
the badge of the Cape Corps, a famous Cape

Town regiment, which was first raised as the
Korps Pandoeren in 1795. This iconic symbol
is instantly recognisable to all the people of
the Western Cape – a very important factor in
branding the tattoo.
The figure is surrounded by the outline of
the Castle of Good Hope. As the oldest
surviving building in South Africa, the Castle
will be celebrating its 350th anniversary in 2016.
It has been the centre of civilian, political and
military life at the Cape since 1679, and a military
headquarters for much of that time. Since its
beginnings, the Cape Town Military Tattoo
(CTMT) has been held at the Castle.
The Figure of Hope stands on a platform above
stylised waves, thus referring to Cape Town’s
traditional nickname, ‘Tavern of the Seas’. The
crossed spears symbolise the traditional weapon
of the original inhabitants of the Cape, variously
known as the Khoi, Khoikhoi or Kwena.
The design is enclosed by a garter or
continuous scroll, bearing the name of the CTMT.
The deep yellow colour recalls that of an old-style
brass military badge, and the blue background of
the Figure of Hope symbolises the two oceans,
which meet at the Cape, and the clear sky, which
expresses the Cape’s expectations of a happy
and peaceful future.

PLEASE NOTE

The Cape Town Military Tattoo and its organisers accept no responsibility for any injuries, damages
or loss incurred during your visit to the Castle of Good Hope and attendance at the tattoo.
For lost and found property, contact the security officer Warrant Officer S Jordaan at the reception
desk at the Main Entrance. Alternatively, during office hours, contact the Defence Reserves Provincial
Office Western Cape at (021) 787 1167.
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Cape Town Tourism is the city’s official tourism agency, here to make sure that you have a seamless
experience and an absolutely unforgettable time when attending an event in the Mother City.
Their passionate team of local Cape Town experts are ready to assist you with insider tips and to help
you book all your accommodation, tours & activities hassle-free and without charging any booking fees.
Visit www.capetown.travel, phone them on +27 (0) 861 322 223, email info@capetown.travel or pop
into one of their well-equipped Visitor Information Centres located across the city.
Be sure to use our official hash tag when sharing your experience on social media. #lovecapetown

T h e Castle d u r i ng WWi

the castle of good hope
during world war i
The Castle of Good Hope played a pivotal role in
the Union of South Africa’s contribution to World
War I on many fronts. The Union Defence Force
(UDF) came into being in 1912, two years after
South Africa became a Union in 1910. In 1912,
the Castle became the headquarters of
No. 1 Military District, one of 15 that constituted
the UDF, which was headquartered in Pretoria.
When the Great War flared up in Western Europe
during July and August 1914, the British military
garrison, including those British troops posted
to the Castle, were mobilised and sent to
Europe in convoy from the port of Cape Town.
The Military Headquarters Staff based in
Pretoria transferred to the Castle between
late August and early September 1914, and
merged there into the Cape of Good Hope
District Command. From 1914 to 1915, when
the Afrikaner Rebellion was quelled and the
entirely UDF-led German South West African
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Campaign (in what is present-day Namibia) was
successfully concluded, Cape Town and its Castle
served as the base for the Union Expeditionary
Forces in these regional operations.
As military headquarters, the Castle became
a critical military seaport in support of aiding
the stream of British Empire troops destined
for the war effort in German East Africa,
Mesopotamia and India. Sufficient Australian
and New Zealand troops docked in Cape Town
en route to various theatres of war to warrant
the establishment of a small ANZAC Depot
in Cape Town in 1916, catering to the comfort
of these nationals, and splitting into distinct
Australian and New Zealand Depots at the
Castle in 1917.
The transient and unique Australian military
presence in the city would later see a small
though permanent Australian Military Police
presence at the Castle. Men of the 1st South
African Infantry Brigade, containing in its
ranks many of the historic Cape regiments,
such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s Own
Volunteer Rifles, the Kimberley Regiment,

WORDS AND ARCHIVE PHOTO Jacques de Vries, Historian

T h e Cast l e duri n g WW i

and the Cape Town Highlanders,
saw to business at the Castle before
embarking ship in Cape Town harbour
in early 1916. They were destined for
combat in Egypt and soon after in
the fateful Battle of Delville Wood
in July 1916, itself part of the Battle
of the Somme, and beyond. The 1st
Battalion Cape Corps (part of the 1st
Cape Corps), composed of young
coloured men and white officers,
likewise called at the Castle in late
January 1916, before departing for
German East Africa and on to victory
at Square Hill in Palestine in September
1918. Members of the 5th Battalion C
Company of the South African Native
Labour Corps, who foundered in the
fog-shrouded English Channel on the
troopship SS Mendi in February 1917,
also concluded matters at the Castle.
In the course of the Castle’s wartime
service, British Imperial authorities
transitioned the Castle to UDF control
in 1917, and it was ultimately taken over
by the Union Government in 1922.
The sacrifices made by South
Africans during World War I, among
them numerous Capetonians, are
commemorated at Longueval in France
by the South African (Delville Wood)
National Memorial, opened in 1926,
and bolstered in importance since
1986 by the adjacent Delville Wood
Commemorative Museum. This was
designed as a miniature replica of the
star-shaped stone fort at the Cape
– the first permanent fortification in
South Africa, complete with Leerdam,
Buuren, Katzenellenbogen, Nassau,
and Oranje as bastions.
The bronze and glass panels within
the museum portray the participation
of all South Africans during that
world war (as well as in the wars that
followed), irrespective of colour or
creed, whether in combat or auxiliary
and logistics units. This, along with
the Delville Wood Memorial in
the Company’s Gardens, cements
a strong and enduring link between
the Castle, the City of Cape Town and
the commemoration of South Africa’s
fallen soldiers.
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REMEM BRANCE DAY

DID YOU KNOW?
1

2

3

According to Greek and Roman mythology,
poppies were used on tombstones to
symbolise eternal sleep. Today, they
represent the blood of fallen soldiers
on the battlefields of war.
During World War I, the poppies were
destroyed by marching troops and
bombing of the battlefields. As a result,
they actually stopped growing for four full
seasons. Fortunately, these sturdy flowers
would grow again and according to reports
this historical growth was spectacular, with
2 500 poppy seeds per square foot found.
The soil in France and Belgium had large
amounts of lime left over from the rubble
during World War I. As a result, poppies
began to grow around the gravesites of
those who died in the war.

THE LEGEND OF THE RED POPPIES
In ancient Cathay, long before Marco Polo
first saw its wonders and before Confucius lived
to spread his philosophy of gentleness and
understanding, there grew a flower from which
was distilled a potent drug. It was white, and
was known as the ‘flower of forgetfulness’.
Centuries passed and then, out of the land
of the white poppy, came Genghis Khan.
His ravaging hordes brought terror across
the land, and wherever they passed, men died.
But they brought something besides death –
it was a strange and awesome symbol. In the
wake of the great Khan’s bloodthirsty warriors,
wherever the blood of man was spilled, the seeds
of the flower of forgetfulness began to flower:
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only, the blossoms turned blood red and in
the centre of each flower was the outline of
a cross, as though Nature was crying in protest
at the slaughter.
Through the centuries, an even stranger event
occurred. Emperors and kings marched their
armies across Europe in bloody conflict, and
everywhere on the battlefields that before
had been barren wastes, grew the poppy –
symbolically carpeting the graves of the men
who had died. After World War I, in 1920, the
British Legion was formed to look after the
interests of ex-servicemen. The late Field Marshall
Earl Haig, the first Grand President, sought a
symbol that would honour the dead and help
the living. It was Lord Macaulay who first drew
attention to this symbolism, and it was he who

PHOTOGRAPHS Regine Lord
SOURCES greatwar.co.uk; frankieflowers.com

This year Cape Town observed Remembrance
Day on Sunday 8 November, at the Cenotaph
at the bottom of Adderley Street.

first suggested that the poppy should be known
as the ‘flower of sacrifice and remembrance’.
Colonel John McCrae MD (1872-1918), who
witnessed the slaughter of hundreds of thousands
of men in the battles of World War I, wrote:

To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep.
Though poppies grow in Flanders’ fields.

In Flanders’ Fields
In Flanders’ fields the poppies grow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly.
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunsets glow,
Loved and were loved and now we lie
In Flanders’ fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:

Just before he died, he told the doctor looking
after him: ‘Tell them this: “If ye break faith with
us who die, we shall not sleep.”’
November 11 – the day when Armistice was
declared in World War I – has become the day
of remembrance for the dead of both World
Wars. In South Africa, we also remember those
who died during the Korean War, the Border War
and the internal conflict. Remembrance Day in
centres throughout South Africa is observed on
the nearest Sunday to 11 November.
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RETROSPECTI V E

RETROSPECTI V E

A Pictorial Retrospective of
the Cape Town Military Tattoo
On the 10th anniversary of the Cape Town Military Tattoo
(CTMT), we remember some of the wonderful acts that
performed for us over the years.
Familiar stalwarts, like the SA Army Band Western Cape
and the pipe bands of the Cape Town Highlanders and Cape
Field Artillery, were joined onstage by the SA Navy, the SA Air
Force and the SA Military Health Service Bands. Numerous
pipe bands – many of whom perform here tonight – were part
of the CTMT, and the dance routines of the SA Army Band
Kroonstad and the Shaka Zulu Impi routine of the SA Army
Band KwaZulu-Natal were always entertaining!
The Cannon Association – and, at times, the historic muzzleloaders – opened each show with a loud bang, and the CFA
Saluting Troop’s synchronised gunfire during Tchaikowsky’s
1812 Overture reverberated around the City at evening’s end.
Thrilling action was part of each show: the soldiers of
3 Parachute Battalion came from the sky (2004, 2007);
infantrymen from various regiments competed in an obstacle
race (2004), a machine-gun marathon (2008), and a mortar
drill (2012). We also experienced an anti-poaching enactment
(2013) and a mock attack with automatic weapons and
colourful smoke (2010, 2014).
A semaphore drill was performed by sailors from the SAS
Simonsberg Signal School (2008), and drill teams from the
SA Navy (2009, 2012), the Western Province Schools Marching
and Drill Exhibition (2010), and the TS Woltemade Sea Cadets
(2010, 2014) marched silently to the beat of drums.
The historical use of horses in warfare was illustrated by the
famed Lipizzaner stallions of Johannesburg who awed us with
their grace and power (2003). The Riding Centre Hout Bay
painted their steeds with white stripes to resemble quaggas
in the Kwagga Quadrille (2007), and dressed up as knights
and maidens in a medieval tournament (2008). We held our
collective breath at the daring stunts of the SAPS Mounted
Unit of the Western Cape and admired their mounts’ obedience
and discipline (2009, 2010). The SA Army Specialised
Infantry Capability – mounted soldiers of the modern age
– demonstrated their prowess with daredevil action on
motorcycles (2014).
Performers came from near and far, from different
cultures and traditions. The Koninklijke Marechaussee from
The Netherlands sent us their Trompetterkorps (2009) and
the Dutch Fife Band of the Historisch Tamboerkorps (2012).
From the African continent, military musicians visited us from
Namibia, Botswana and Zambia (2003), from the Rwanda
Defence Force Army Band (2010), and from the Botswana
Army Band (2012). The lovely lasses of the Alexander School
of Dance (2007, 2008) and the Celtic Dance Tapestry (2010,
2012) created foot-tapping Scottish and Irish soft and hard
shoe dances and traditional sword dances, to soul-stirring
music. The girls of the Curro Private School Drum Majorettes
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with their radiant smiles also made a big impression (2010).
Colourful Cape minstrels in bright costumes (like the Cape
Town Entertainers, 2013) performed several times. Local
youth groups, school music bands, marching drill platoons
and church marching bands often starred in the pre-shows
and the Saturday matinees.
Many of our tattoos had an overarching theme. In 2004,
we marked ‘Ten Years of Democracy’ with an act called ‘Unity
in Diversity’, which knit together several segments of our
diverse military heritage. Our theme of 2009, ‘Comrades
in Arms & Gateway to Africa’, showed that the SANDF is
capable of defending the country internally and externally,
while contributing to peace in Africa. In 2010, we paid tribute
to ‘The Unsung Heroes of the SA Military Health Service’: an
enactment by 3 Medical Battalion Group included a historical
1911 stretcher drill and an original ambulance wagon of the time,
and operational medics gave medical support to an ambushed
search and rescue mission.
In 2012, the massed bands spelt out the word ‘music’ in
formation on the arena, ‘Honouring the Military Musicians’.
In 2013, the theme ‘Peace Keeping’ was brought to life in
joint SANDF and SAPS border control and anti-poaching
enactments. In 2014, six pipe bands formed the number 20,
celebrating ‘20 Years of Democracy’. And the young dancers
of Project 021, the TS Woltemade Sea Cadets and the SA Navy
Band gave a moving tribute to the soldiers of the SA Native
Labour Corps who drowned so tragically when the SS Mendi
sank en route to France in February 1917.
We thank and honour all the musicians, singers, dancers,
bands and soldiers who wrote the history of the Cape Town
Military Tattoo with us – we look forward to the next decade!

Follow us, tweet us, instagram us!
Find us online and share your photos
and your experiences of the Cape Town
Military Tattoo 2015 with us!
www.facebook.com/CTMilTattoo/
@CTMTattoo
www.capetattoo.co.za

#CTMTattoo
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CHLOË AGNEW
Chloë Agnew is an Irish singer who was
one of the original members – and the
youngest – of the internationally acclaimed
music group Celtic Woman since she was
just 14 years old. Hailing from Dublin, Ireland,
and born to parents in the entertainment
industry – Irish entertainer Adèle ‘Twink’ King
and Irish oboist David Agnew, Chloë was
practically born on the stage. She has enjoyed
professionally acting, singing and dancing
since an early age.
She made her first television appearance on
her mother’s TV program at just four weeks
old, and went on to make her singing debut
on National Television at the age of six. She
won the Grand Prix at the First International
Children’s Song Competition in 1998 in Cairo,
Egypt, representing Ireland.
Chloë performed as part of Handel’s Messiah
on PBS television in 1999. This special featured
legends, such as Gladys Knight, Chaka Khan,
Roger Daltrey and Aidan Quinn.
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In 2000 she joined Christ Church
Cathedral Girls’ Choir, where she spent
many wonderful years being musically
trained. Her first album at age 12 and
her second at 14 were both produced
by David Downes.
Shortly after her second album was
released, she was approached to join the
music ensemble, Celtic Woman. Their
debut show was taped on 15 September
2004 at The Helix, Dublin, Ireland, in front
of a sold-out audience; it was broadcast on
PBS television in the United States during
March 2005. Within weeks, the group’s
eponymous debut album, Celtic Woman,
reached number one on Billboard’s World
Music chart, breaking Andrea Bochelli’s
longstanding record of chart-topping
longevity on 22 July 2006, by having
stayed at number one for 68 weeks.
The album held the top position on the
Billboard World Music chart for 81 weeks
in total. The release of the second album,
Celtic Woman: A Christmas Celebration,

released on 19 October 2006, knocked their
first album to the second spot on the World
Music chart.
In 2006, Shizuka Arakawa represented Japan
in the Torino Winter Olympics and went on to
win a gold medal skating to Celtic Woman’s
record-breaking version of You Raise Me Up.
To date, Chloë has featured on a total of 14
of Celtic Woman’s albums. She has recorded
in English, Irish, Latin, Japanese, Italian and
German on their various albums, which have
sold more than eight million copies worldwide;
all of them have debuted at number one
on Billboard’s World Music chart. She has
had sold-out concerts in prestigious venues
around the world: Carnegie Hall, Red Rocks –
Colorado, Radio City Music Hall and several
O2 Arenas in Europe, performing for nearly
three million fans. She also performed with
Celtic Woman on US television shows, such
as Dancing with the Stars, Regis and Kelly,
The Today Show and Good Morning America.
In 2013, they made a guest appearance on the
hugely successful show Bold and the Beautiful.
Chloë has also had the incredible privilege
of performing for the last three consecutive
US presidents before reaching the age of
20. In 2009, she collaborated with renowned
Italian tenor, Alessandro Rinella and Warner
Chapel Music producer Leo Z on the song
L’assenza. Chloë also had the pleasure of
collaborating with many other artists through
Celtic Woman over the years, including
Chris De Burgh, Anne Murray and Selim
Kagee, to name but a few.

She was named best female vocalist at
the Irish music awards 2012. In August 2013,
after almost 10 years with Celtic Woman,
Chloë decided to move on and to pursue
a solo career.
Since then she has performed to over
15 000 people as a special guest at Croke
Park’s Stars Choirs and Carols, a Guinness
Book of World Records concert for the most
carol singers singing together. She has also
performed alongside Paul Potts, Jack L and
Claudia Boyle as part of the Mooney Tunes
concert series held in the Bord Gáis Energy
Center in Dublin, Ireland. After performing on
the Saturday Night Show Live in December
2013, she released her first solo single Love
is Christmas, which debuted in the Top 10
on the iTunes charts.
In recent years, Chloë has enjoyed working
on several collaborations and focusing on
recording some of her own material for
release. She has shared the stage for three
sell-out concerts with her dear friend and
long-time colleague Lisa Kelly in The Voice
of Ireland concert, at The Fred Amphitheatre
in Georgia. On the same evening, she also
performed with esteemed Irish tenor Paul
Byrom. In June 2014, she made a guest
performance in The Power of Music presented
by PBS Television with Ethan Bortnick
and Damian McGinty live at The Grove,
Anaheim. She was the vocalist with The City
Of Prague Philharmonic Orchestra for the
hugely successful Sound Of Hollywood tour
throughout Germany and Austria in 2014.
She was honored to be the Star Vocalist at
the 2014 Hero Show – Colorado International
Tattoo Convention, performing with hundreds
of the world’s best military bands. She
performed to more than 100 000 spectators
at the Basel Tattoo 2015 in Switzerland. She
has appeared as a special guest on shows,
such as Lisa Kelly’s Christmas Celebration
live in Peachtree City, Georgia, and An
Evening with Emmet Cahill (formerly of Celtic
Thunder), and she was on tour with Eamonn
McCrystal for The Music Of Northern Ireland
show in North America in the Fall 2015. Chloë
has also been busy performing her own show
An Evening with Chloë Agnew and Special
Guests in theatres across Ireland, and she is
currently busy working on upcoming solo
projects and planning out this exciting new
phase in her career.
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Joey the War Horse
Handspring Puppet Company was founded in
1981 and during the past 30 years it has grown
under the leadership of artistic director Adrian
Kohler and executive producer Basil Jones.
Standard Bank Young Artist Award winner Janni
Younge joined the company in 2011, acting as its
director until 2014. Widely recognised as South
Africa’s pre-eminent puppet theatre company,
and as one of the most important in the world,
Handspring has created puppets for more than
16 theatrical productions, including the runaway
hit War Horse, produced by the National Theatre
in London. The production has won many awards
internationally, including a Special Tony Award

for Handspring in 2011. Seven versions of War
Horse have been produced, four of which are
in continuous performance. The show has been
seen by more than 4,7 million people worldwide.
Joey and Topthorn, the lead characters of
War Horse, are larger-than-life, naturalistic
horse puppets. Three visible puppeteers,
working together with synchronised
precision, breathe life into the puppets.
A team of 20 artists, specialised artists and
craftspeople worked in Handspring’s studio
in Cape Town for five years, producing all the
horses needed for the many versions of War
Horse touring around the world. Each horse
is built to specific plans so that all the versions
of Joey are precisely the same. The puppets
are principally made of cane and plywood,
with a lightweight structure of aluminium
and a skin of stretched fabric. Cords, levers
and bicycle brake cables are used to control
different parts of the puppet.
The horses weigh in excess of 50kg, which
means several teams of puppeteers work to
keep the production running smoothly. The
teams of puppeteers appearing here tonight
were specifically trained to perform Joey live,
in promoting War Horse: The Show here in
South Africa. The performers, who were drawn
from Jazzart, Magnet Theatre and UNIMA SA’s
development programs, are trained in a variety
of performance backgrounds, specialising in
theatre, dance and puppetry.
War Horse, directed by Tom Morris and
Marianne Elliott, is a moving drama, filled
with stirring music and magnificent artistry.
Set in World War I, Joey, young Albert
Narracott’s beloved horse, is sold to the
cavalry and shipped to France. He embarks on
a journey, serving on both sides before finding
himself alone in no-man’s land. Albert cannot
forget Joey and, still not old enough to enlist
in the army, he goes on a dangerous mission
to find him and bring him home. The show is
a thrilling journey through history, based on
the novel by Michael Morpurgo.

Credits for the cape town military tattoo
Puppet design Adrian Kohler
Puppetry direction Janni Younge
Assistant puppetry direction Beren Belknap
Production Janni Younge Productions
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Performers Martin Kintu, Lwanda Sindaphi,
Thembekile Komani, Jongikhaya Mlombi,
Nkemitseng Kena, Nkosenathi Ngomezulu

THE PAKISTAN ARMY BAND
Although the history of the Pakistan Army
Band goes as far back as the independence of
Pakistan in 1947, it was formally created in 1956.
The band consists of the best musicians selected
from the Pakistan Armed Forces bands, based
on their performance. The band performs at all
state and military functions, as well as during
visits by heads of states and parades.
Most of the bandsmen have performed abroad
at the following events: the 60th Anniversary
of the People’s Republic of China (2001), an
orientation visit to Sri Lanka Music School
(2004), the Berlin Music Festival in Germany
(2005), the Military Tattoo in conjunction with
the birthday celebrations of the Sultan of Brunei
(2006), the Kuala Lumpur International Tattoo,
held in connection with the 50th Independence
Day celebrations of Malaysia (2007), the
International Military Music Festival in Libya
(2009), the Military Bands Peace Festival in
Turkey (2010), the Russian International Festival
of Military Music (2011), the celebrations of
National Day of the United Arab Emirates (2014)
and, most recently, the International Military
Music Festival in Russia (2015).
Their repertoire includes national anthems,
classical music, national folk melodies and songs.
The head of the delegation is Lieutenant
Colonel Muhammad Iqbal Khan. An excellent

musician, he has been with the band of
the Armed Forces at various events both
domestically and abroad for many years.
He coordinates the participation of the
band in national and international
ceremonies at the highest level.
Subedar Major Ghulam Ali, Conductor
of the Band, has extensive experience as
conductor. He has been part of the Brass
Band for eight years, and associated with
the Pakistan Army Band for the last 24 years.
He has travelled extensively to perform at
international events, which include China,
Brunei Dar-u-Salam, Malaysia, the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia (KSA) and Dubai.
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CANNON ASSOCIATION
OF SOUTH AFRICA
The Cannon Association of South Africa
(CAOSA) may be small, but it makes its voice
heard frequently to the accompaniment of
long muzzle-flashes and clouds of gun smoke.
Its members are not only serious researchers
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who have logged the
existence of more
than 1 000 muzzleloading cannon in
South Africa, but
they also like
to fire them.
The CAOSA
members and their
guns – most of them
well over a century
old and with one or
two detailed modern
replicas – are in
great demand by an
astounding variety of organisations to fire
salutes on momentous occasions.
Amongst their regular venues is the Chavonnes
Cannon Battery Museum at the Waterfront,
where the CAOSA gunners frequently turn
out on Sundays to fire a noon gun (or several
noon guns) when the official one at Lion
Battery on Signal Hill is silent.
The CAOSA will open the Cape Town
Military Tattoo 2015 by firing a quarter
pounder muzzle-loading cannon dating
back over 200 years.

CAPE FIELD ARTILLERY
SALUTING TROOP
Cape Field Artillery (CFA) is South Africa’s
senior artillery regiment. It was founded in 1857,
when infantrymen from the then Cape Town
Rifles volunteered to replace Royal Garrison
Artillery coastal gunners who had been hastily
transferred to India. In its early years, CFA was a
double-hatted regiment – a mobile field artillery
unit whose members also trained on the heavy
ordinance in the coastal gun-batteries.
CFA has rendered yeoman service in virtually
every war and campaign in South Africa’s annals
since then, sometimes far beyond these shores.
For generations, its gunners have fired salutes
to mark Cape Town’s great occasions, as well
as in other provinces across South Africa.
The Saluting Troop was privileged to fire two
21-gun salutes at the funeral of the late Nelson
Mandela at Qunu in the Eastern Province on
15 December 2013. The first salute was fired
when the procession walked to the grave, and
the second was fired, as the remains of the
first President of a democratic South Africa
were laid to rest. In acknowledgement of their

participation, CFA members were presented
with a special Mandela Medal.
The CFA Saluting Troop with its four
immaculate 25-pounder guns is a familiar
sight – and sound – in the Mother City. The
Saluting Troop also specialises in participation
in Tchaikovsky’s famed 1812 Overture, the only
piece of classical music that incorporates actual
gunfire in its score. The troop has partnered with
the South African Army Band Western Cape in
the 1812 Overture for many years – an intricate
task, because the firing is closely synchronised
with the music, but Capetonians never tire of
hearing the piece.
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r u nni ng or d e r

run n i n g o rde r

CASTLE CLOSING CEREMONY

WORLD WAR I TRIBUTE

Castle Ceremonial Guard
Cannon Association of South Africa

Chris Hani High School Choir
Joey the War Horse

*Caution: Loud noises*

OPENING FANFARE and NATIONAL ANTHEM
Massed Military Bands
Chris Hani Choir
Silent Guard and Flag Bearers
Fanfare and Flourish
South African National Anthem
March off – On the Quarter Deck

MASSED PIPES and DRUMS
March on – Old Rustic Bridge, Paddy’s Green
Shamrock Shores, La Baum
Set – Spirit of the Tattoo, Jolly Beggarman,
Johnnie Cope, Out of the Air, Jig Ahoy,
Call to the Gathering
March off – Sarie Marais, Silver Threads Amongst the Gold

SA MEDICAL HEALTH SERVICE BAND
Gladiator March, Toccata and Fugue in D minor,
That’s the Way I like it, Mgungundlovu

RIEL DANSERS
Die Nuwe Graskoue Trappers

MARITIME AVIATION
SA Navy Band
SA Air Force Band
Those Magnificent Men and their Flying Machines,
In the Stone, Uptown Funk, Flyin’ High, Careless Whisper,
Fly me to the Moon, Anchors Aweigh

SILENT DRILL
MASSED MILITARY BANDS
March on – The Middy, Jupiter from Holst ‘The Planets’,
With Quiet Courage
March off – Col Bogey

NAVAL CADET GUN RUN
TS Woltemade Sea Cadets & Gun Crew

SA ARMY BAND WESTERN CAPE
Olympic Fanfare and Theme, In the Stone, The Crossing
September, In the Mood, Mahibuye iAfrica

SOLDIERS FROM THE SKY
3 Parachute Battalion Charlie Company
*Caution: Loud noises*

PAKISTAN ARMY BAND

SA Army School of Infantry: Precision Drill Squad

1812 OVERTURE
Massed Military Bands
Cape Field Artillery Saluting Troop
March On – Voice of the Guns
Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture
*Caution: Loud noises*

FINALE
Massed Military Bands
Massed Pipes and Drums
Highland Cathedral – Maruwaan de Bruyn
The Prayer – Chloë Agnew
March on of all the participants
Killaloe
Band of Brothers – Maruwaan de Bruyn
Nightfall in Camp
Lone Piper
March off of all the participants
Semper Fidelis

m ass e d p i p e s a nd d r u m s

m assed pi pe s a n d d r u ms

the drums & pipes of the
cape town highlanders 
For more than a century, the citizen-soldiers of
the Cape Town Highlanders have stood ready
to protect hearth and home. In peace time, the
band supports the regiment in its ceremonial and
recruitment parades. Based at the historic Castle
of Good Hope in Cape Town, the all-volunteer
Drums and Pipes form part of the cultural fabric
of Cape Town.
The Drums and Pipes have been part of the
regiment since it began in 1885, and bandsmen
and women have been involved in all the major
campaigns of the regiment. From its early days,
The Drums and Pipes have worn the tartan
adopted by The Gordon Highlanders when that
regiment was raised in 1792. It was always the
only other regiment in the world to wear this
particular tartan, which is a regimental rather
than a clan tartan.
In addition to performing regimental duties,
the band is in constant demand, not only for
military-ceremonial functions like the Opening
of Parliament and the annual CTMT, but also
in support of a variety of charities.
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Over the years, The
Drums and Pipes have
been fortunate enough to
perform at the Basel Tattoo
in Switzerland (2008, 2010,
2013 and 2015), the Cherry
Blossom Festival in Jinhae,
South Korea (2009), the
Royal Edinburgh Military
Tattoo in Scotland (2000,
2002, 2004, 2006, 2009 and 2012) and the
Berlin Tattoo (2011). A highlight for them was
becoming the first South African military band
to parade through the Brandenburg Gates in
Berlin, Germany in 2011, and to march across
the Rhine River in Basel, Switzerland in 2008.

CAPE FIELD ARTILLERY
PIPES & DRUMS
The band was formed in 1973 when it was
decided by then Officer Commanding Colonel
Lionel Crook to have a pipe band with the CFA
Military Band. The first Pipe Major was Ken
Langlands who started work on building
the band up to what it is today. They used
to perform with the military band at events
and soon became a popular attraction in the
Cape Province.
While waiting for the then SADF to officiate
the forming and give the band official status, the
band called themselves the Cape Town Stewarts
Pipe Band because they wore the Royal Stewart
Tartan. After Pipe Major Langlands passed away,
the reins of the CFA Pipes and Drums were
handed over to Pipe Major Warrant Officer
Class 1 (WO1) Melvyn Deacon, JCD. WO1 Deacon
served as Pipe Major until handing over to
Staff Sergeant (SSgt) Tony Reis in 2004. The
band’s fourth and current Senior Pipe Major and
Bandmaster is SSgt Andrew Imrie who took the
band to the next level in 2008.
The band members come from all walks of
life – they all have full-time jobs and serve as

volunteer members of the
SANDF Reserves. Certain
members of the band are
also trained gunners and are
often called upon to man
the regiment’s 25-pounder
guns to fire 21-gun salutes
when high-ranking foreign
dignitaries visit Parliament. Pipe Major Imrie
is also the Fire Control Officer for the firing of
CFA’s guns during the renowned rendition of
Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture, which is performed
annually at the CTMT.
The CFA Pipes and Drums are versatile and
can either be found at military parades, leading
the flag party up to Parliament or sharing the
concert platform with popular bands, such as
the SA Navy or SA Army Bands. Many of the
band members are multi-instrumentalists and
play many other orchestral instruments as well.
The band has toured the UK on more than one
occasion and in 2008 performed at the Music of
the Night Festival in Plymouth with the likes of
the Bands of the Royal Artillery and the Royal
Marines. The band is hoping to visit the UK
again in 2016 to participate in the Armed
Forces Day Parades.
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CAPE GARRISON ARTILLERY
PIPES & DRUMS
The Air Defence Artillery (ADA) Regiment
celebrated their centenary year in September
2015, by displaying their impressive
mechanised artillery strength with a parade
through the streets of Kimberley. Making
the celebration even more special was the
first appearance, in Kimberley, of the Cape
Garrison Artillery Pipes and Drums.
Since the band’s first performance as the
CGA Pipes and Drums at the Cape Town
Military Tattoo in 2014, the band has become
a regular fixture in the regiment’s functions.
Besides being in demand at various public
functions and military parades, the band is
successfully running a music development
workshop for a number of under-privileged
children, all of whom have shown a fair
interest in the great Highland bagpipe
and snare drum.
The CGA Pipes and Drums, currently wearing
the Ancient MacDonald tartan, is under the
leadership of Pipe Major Tony Reis and Lead
Drummer John van Niekerk. They are based
at the historic Fort Wynyard, situated near
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the V&A Waterfront. They
have a varied and diverse
musical repertoire covering
Scottish, Irish and Breton
traditions, which is used in
the marching, dancing and
competitive forms.
The pipe band is
extremely grateful for
the support and interest
received from our Officer Commanding
Lt Col Bob Visser, and all members
of the CGA Regiment.

ALGOA CALEDONIAN PIPE BAND
The Algoa Caledonian Pipe Band is the
only remaining pipe band in Port Elizabeth,
following the decline over the years of
a number of regimental and civilian pipe
bands, including the country’s only ladiesonly pipe band.
The band was originally formed in 1992
after disagreements with the management of
the regimental band, Prince Alfred’s Guards
Pipe Band; although small in numbers, it had
great success on the competition field under
the leadership of the esteemed Pipe Major
Jack Fearn. Following his tragic passing and
the emigration of other members, the band
folded in 2001. However, in 2003, under the
leadership of Alistair Wilson, the band was
revived with the few remaining members of
the original band and a few other pipers and
drummers who were not playing with any
other band at the time. Starting off with only
a handful of players, the band merged with the
Port Elizabeth Caledonian Pipe Band, and the
Algoa Callies, as it is known today, was born.
Since then, the band has more than trebled
in size, with 16 pipers and 11 drummers on

the books, and a number
of potential learners in
the pipeline. The band
regularly teaches people to
play the pipes and drums,
and provides full tutorship
in the art of piping and
drumming to learners of
all skill levels.
The sounds of bagpipes
and drums are never far off in the Friendly
City, with the band performing at a wide
variety of public and private engagements
throughout the year, as well as competing
regularly at the local gatherings in the Western
and Eastern Cape. This is the second year the
band has proudly attended the Cape Town
Military Tattoo. Although the Algoa Caledonian
band was only formed in 1992, it can trace its
heritage back more than 120 years to 1892,
when the Port Elizabeth Caledonian Pipe
Band was initially formed by Scottish
settlers in the Cape.
The band wears the Red MacPherson
tartan and is led by Pipe Major Derek
Soutter, Drum Major Llewellyn Faifer
and Drum Sergeant Roy Laurie.
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SA ARMY SCHOOL OF INFANTRY:
PRECISION DRILL SQUAD
The Precision Drill Squad of the SA Army
School of Infantry was established in August
2012, under drill master Staff Sergeant K Rank,
who is assisted by drill instructors Lance
Corporals N Buzwa and Z Meki.
The 24 riflemen in the squad perform a
unique precision drill, using R4 assault rifles,
all done without any verbal commands:
instead, the beat of the drum gives the
commands for each specific movement.
The squad performs in a highly disciplined
manner, demonstrating high levels of fitness
and concentration in order to execute a series

KNYSNA & DISTRICTS PIPE BAND
Although piping and drumming has been
in existence in Knysna for many years, the
Knysna & Districts Pipe Band with its current
membership, leadership and commitment
was only formed in 2009, with the objectives
of promoting piping and drumming in
the Garden Route and serving the local
community through performances at local
events and festivals.
Continuously striving to improve the quality
of its performance, the band regularly enters
local and national pipe band competitions
and since being promoted from Grade 4
to Grade 3 at the end of the 2014 season –
after competing for only one year in the
higher grade – was very pleased to have
been crowned South African Grade 3
Champions for 2015.
The highlight of each year for the band,
for the last four years, has been their very
own Sundowners Celtic & Bluegrass Concert –
a fundraising event with profits going back
into the community, the major beneficiary
being the Knysna Sea Cadets. This event was
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expanded considerably in
February this year, where
it became one of the many
highlights of the extremely
successful Knysna Celtic
Festival, which included
a Pipe Band Competition,
Highland Dancing, Highland
Games and many other
attractions. Eight pipe bands
took part in the festivities and in the morning,
the N2 through Knysna was closed for a historic
street march, inspiring sights and sounds for
the thousands of spectators who turned out
to watch the parade. This festival will be held
again on Saturday 27 February 2016.
The band is led by Pipe Major Steve Collins
and Leading Drummer Kevi Levin.

of sharp and precise drill
movements, such as rifle
spins and tosses.
The Precision Drill Squad
can be used for both field
and stage performances. The
squad has performed at the
following events: the Chief of the Army
Gala Evening and the Armed Forces
Day of the SANDF, as well as at the
Rand Easter Show in Johannesburg,
the Klein Karoo National Arts Festival
in Oudtshoorn, and the National Arts
Festival in Grahamstown.
It has also impressed spectators at
Youth Day celebrations and parades.

m i li ta ry ba nds

m il i tary b an ds

SOUTH AFRICAN ARMY BAND
WESTERN CAPE
The South African Army Band Western Cape
is the country’s oldest Regular Force band.
It originated in 1915 as the regimental band of
the 1st Battalion of the Cape Corps, a famous
fighting unit of World War I. When the Cape
Corps was de-activated in 1919, the band
continued on a part-time basis. When the
Cape Corps was re-activated at the outbreak
of World War II, the band was the first element
to return to full-time service.
In 1946, the Cape Corps was partly de-activated
and the band returned to part-time status. In
1965, when the Cape Corps was re-formed – now
known as the SA Coloured Corps (SACC), the
band returned once again to a full-time footing.
It gained such fame that, in 1990, it became the
Regular Force staff band for the Western Cape.
The Cape Corps was de-activated again in 1992,
but the band was retained as one of the five
regional SA Army bands. The band therefore
celebrated 100 years of Military Music excellence
with a Retreat Ceremony in March 2015.
It has an extensive repertoire, ranging from
orthodox military items to classical, romantic,
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pop, avant-garde and
‘big band’ music, and also
trains bandsmen from
surrounding countries, which
have included Botswana,
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Rwanda,
Congo Brazzaville, Namibia,
Tanzania and Swaziland.
The band is widely
known for their excellence
on the parade ground and will demonstrate
this by performing spectacular precision drill
movements to equally spectacular music. The
band will incorporate Drum Major mace drills,
pace stick drills as well as band drills in this
breath-taking performance.
The Director of Music of the SA Amy Band
Western Cape is Captain Vernon Michels.
The Band Master and Drum Major is
WO1 André van Schalkwyk.

South African Air
Force Band
The South African Air Force Band was
established at the end of World War II by the
late Captain Harry Philips. Since then, the band
has played a prominent role in the nation’s
military music by entertaining members of
the South African Air Force (SAAF), the South
African National Defence Force (SANDF) and
the public. The band’s performances include
playing at military balls, providing music at teas
and cocktail parties, accompanying massed
choirs at music festivals, providing music at
open air concerts, hosting prestige concerts,
and performing background music at formal
dinners and functions.
The core business of the SAAF Band is to
provide music at ceremonial occasions, which
includes state and military parades, memorial
services, and the reception of foreign heads of
state and government. The band has also been
privileged to perform at other major national
events, such as the unveiling of the new South
African Coat of Arms by former President Mbeki
in Bloemfontein and the unveiling of the new
SANDF Emblem at the Air Force Gymnasium.

Other highlights in the
band’s history include
performances at the
International Tattoos in
South Korea in 2000 and
Russia in 2008, at which
it performed together with
numerous other bands from
different countries around
the world. Members of the
band formed part of a combined SANDF
Band at the Virginia Tattoo (Norfolk, USA)
in 2008, as well as at the 90th Commemoration
of the Delville Wood Memorial in France
in 2006.
Since the transformation of the SANDF in
1994, the SAAF Band has been striving to stay
current with the times. The band continues
to perform the good old standard Sousa type
marches, while also ensuring that South African
soldiers now march to music that represents
our entire rainbow nation.
Service in the SAAF Band has served as
a firm foundation for the careers of many
members, past and present, who have
subsequently made a great impact on the
local and international music environment.
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SOUTH AFRICAN NAVY BAND
The internationally acclaimed South African
Navy Band, the premier band in the South
African National Defence Force, has been
a regular visitor on the international military
music arena since 2002, having performed in
Germany, the Netherlands, Russia, England,
Scotland and Burundi. The band’s most recent
overseas visit was to Egypt in October 2012
for the 70th commemoration of the Battle
of El Alamein.
The band has also travelled the length and
breadth of South Africa, having performed
at all the major venues as well as in some of
the most rural places within South Africa.
The band’s national tours so far this year
have included visits to Potchefstroom,
Johannesburg, East London and Knysna.
The band’s primary responsibility is to
provide music for ceremonial occasions,
such as the annual Opening of Parliament
in Cape Town, as well as the Navy’s Ceremonial
Divisions, Receiving Guards and Passing
out Parades.
The SA Navy Band, comprising 42 musicians,
is one of the most versatile bands in the SANDF.
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Besides the concert and
parade bands, members
also perform in smaller
ensembles within the
band, which include the
entertainment group,
marimba group, chamber
and brass groups. The
entertainment group has
been requested by the
Presidency on numerous occasions
during the past year to provide music at
gala dinner events hosted by His Excellency,
Mr Jacob Zuma. The band has on average
130 musical engagements during a calendar
year. The repertoire of the band is diverse and
representative of our many different cultures
that make South Africa such a wonderfully
unique country.
The SA Navy Band’s current CD, which was
released in 2012 is titled All of Me. The CD
features newly retired Warrant Officer Willie
van Zyl with the various ensembles of the
South African Navy Band.
We hope that our new CD, which will
feature all four of the smaller groups within
the band, will be released later this year.

South African Military
Health Service Band
The South African Military Health Service
Band (SAMHS) was formed in the late 1960s
as a National Service Military Band under the
leadership of the late WO1 ‘Stoney’ Steenkamp.
From early 1980, permanent members were
recruited from other military bands, and
national servicemen were offered permanent
posts. The SAMHS Pipes and Drums was formed
in 1987 at the express wish of the Surgeon
General, Lieutenant General NJ Niewoudt.
Since their inception, the Pipes and Drums

have become a unique
and valuable asset to
the SAMHS Band.
The band has performed
all over South Africa at
many important events, and
is currently the preferred
band of the State President’s
Office and the Chief of the
SANDF. For the fourth year
in succession, the band will perform at the highly
prestigious Awarding of Orders by the State
President. The SAMHS Band has participated in
countless parades, as well as in other military
and civilian ceremonies. The band also takes part
in prominent concerts all over the country, as
well as providing entertainment at schools and
engaging in other outreach programs. This will
be the fourth year that the band performs at the
Cape Town Military Tattoo.
Since the present Senior Director of Music,
Lieutenant Colonel GH Seekola, became
the Officer Commanding of the band in
September 2009, the band has gone from
strength to strength, and it can proudly take
its place as a leader in the military bands
community of South Africa.
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THE CAPE TOWN HIGHLANDERS
The Cape Town Highlanders (CTH), a
mechanised infantry regiment of the South
African Army’s conventional Reserve, was
established in 1885 by a group of patriotic
Capetonians of Scottish descent. It has been
going strong ever since, earning 22 battle
honours in fighting South Africa’s wars
(only one other South African infantry regiment
has more battle honours on its colours) – and
waging the peace when needed. On 24 April this
year, the CTH celebrated their 130th birthday.
The CTH’s first active service was during the
Bechuanaland Campaign in the far Northern
Cape in 1896.
During the 1994 elections, the CTH turned
out in full strength, every man a volunteer, for
critically important election security duties.
With the abolition of conscription, the CTH is
once more what it always was – a fully volunteer
regiment. Today, every Highlander wears the red
shoulder-flash of a volunteer.
The regiment was allied to the Gordon
Highlanders for many years, since the early 1930s,
and is now one of only two regiments in the
world still to wear the Gordon regimental tartan.
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The CTH has a long connection with the British
Royal Family. The Duke of Connaught and
Strathearn became its first Colonel-in-Chief in
1912 and remained in this post until his death in
1942. During the 1947 royal visit to South Africa,
the CTH not only mounted guard on the royal
family’s residence but also marched in a grand
review to mark the 21st birthday of the Princess
Royal, now Queen Elizabeth II. During the brief
royal visit in 1995, the CTH provided a guard of
honour and its Drums and Pipes for a ceremony
at which HM Queen Elizabeth II laid a wreath
at the Commonwealth war graves memorial
in Woltemade Cemetery, Cape Town.
The CTH make up the Silent Guard and the
Castle Ceremonial Guard at the Cape Town
Military Tattoo 2015.

CASTLE CEREMONIAL GUARD
The Castle Ceremonial Guard was formed in
1986 to provide the Castle of Good Hope with
its own ceremonial element. Originally a 48-man
unit, its size has varied in subsequent years, but
the guardsmen in their unique traditionally based
uniform and replica 18th century halberds have
become a well-known sight. As far as is known,
the Castle Ceremonial Guard is the only unit
in the world, except for the Vatican Guard, to
parade regularly with these fearsome weapons.
At 10am and noon on every weekday morning,
the Castle Guardsmen formally open the Castle
for visitors by carrying out the Key Ceremony –
a ritual closely based on the actual early-morning

drills of 300 years ago. The Castle Ceremonial
Guard is manned by various units – this year it
is the Cape Town Highlanders. At the start of
the tattoo, they will lock the gates of the Castle.
The Closing of the Castle, which signals the
start of the tattoo, is derived from the actual
early 18th century drills, when the Castle was
unlocked in the morning and locked again in the
evening. Members of the audience will see the
Castle Ceremonial Guard halberdiers fetch the
key to the Van der Stel Gate, lock it and return
the key. What they do not realise is that the full
locking-up ritual is carried out, even though part
of it – the sending out of sentries to ensure that
no enemies lurk outside the gates – is not visible
to them. In this way, the spiritual authenticity
is maintained.
Early Cape Town was so small that patrols were
not sent out to summon the soldiers back to
their barracks in the evening. Instead, drummers
would take post on the Leerdam Bastion, which
was nearest the town and beat out the urgent
call, which both tavern keepers and their soldier
customers knew meant Doe den tap toe (close
the beer-barrel taps). This ritual will be reenacted at this year’s tattoo, with drummers
from the CTH Drums and Pipes beating out
the ‘Tap Toe’ on the Leerdam Bastion.
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3 pa rac h u te b atta li on

fl ag be a re rs an d s ile n t g ua r d

flag bearers AND
SILENT GUARD
At the Cape Town Military Tattoo 2015,
the flag bearers are bringing in the
national flags of the countries who
are represented at this year’s event:
South Africa, Pakistan and the Republic
of Ireland.

38 Cape Town Military Tattoo 2015

As it is a military tattoo, the SANDF flag
as well as the flags of the four armed services
(Army, Air Force, Navy, and Medical Health
Service) will also be marched in by the flag
bearers. Each of these flags has the South
African national flag in the upper hoist canton,
and the emblems of the respective services
are contained within the outline of a ninepointed star. The emblem of the SANDF
flag on a green background comprises four
spearheads (alluding to the four arms of
service) and two crossed swords above two
tusks. The SA Army flag (red background)
depicts the head of a lion surrounded by
the heads of three lionesses, the SA Air
Force flag (blue background) has an
eagle with outstretched wings, and
the SA Medical Health Service flag (ruby
red background) shows a serpent coiled
around an upright staff. The Ensign of
the SA Navy consists of a dark green cross
on a white background, without any emblem.
In addition, spectators will see the
flags of the regiments participating in
the tattoo, whether on stage or in
a support capacity.

3 PARACHUTE BATTALION
Charlie COMPANY
3 Parachute Battalion is a Reserve Force
battalion, which was formed in 1973. It is now
a battalion of 44 Parachute Regiment, which
is the South African Army’s chief airborne
infantry unit, based at the Tempe military
base near Bloemfontein.
Paratroopers from the regiment participated
in the South African Border War (1966 to 1989)
in northern Namibia and southern Angola,

as well as in internal
operations in South
Africa in the years leading
up to the first democratic
elections in 1994. Since
then, soldiers from the
regiment have been
active in peacekeeping
operations on the African
continent, most notably
in Burundi (2001), the
Central African Republic (2012) and the
Democratic Republic of Congo (2014).
3 Parachute Battalion consists of
companies headquartered in various
South African cities. Charlie Company
is the Cape Town sub-unit and is
generally regarded as the most
active one in the battalion.
Charlie Company is based at Fort Ikapa,
the Reserve Force base outside Cape Town
proper, where it has its own state-of-theart training hangar. Members hold normal
civilian jobs but are expected to maintain
the traditional paratrooper esprit de corps,
discipline, fitness and skills.
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TS Woltemade Sea Cadets
and Gun Crew
The Sea Cadet movement dates back to the
port of Whitstable in Kent, England in 1854.
Due to its success, the movement spread to
Australia by 1855 and South Africa by 1905.
The first Cape Town Naval Cadet Corps was
opened on 8 June 1905 and located in a boat
shed on Woodstock beach. Currently there
are eight active training ships developing the
values and skills required to ensure that the
maritime industry is provided with recruits
who have a passion for the sea.
The Cape Town unit adopted the name
Training Ship (TS) Woltemade in 1968, and

the cadets performing this
evening are from this Training
Ship, which is located in
Lakeside. Sea Cadets are
school-going boys and girls
from Grade 8 to 12 who
enjoy having serious fun,
while learning leadership,
self-discipline and maritime
orientated skills. Training
takes place on Saturdays, with leadership
camps scheduled during the school holidays.
The highlight of the year is the annual camp
hosted by the SA Navy in Simon’s Town.
Their motto ‘Honour and Skill’ is proudly
displayed under their badge. These words
embody the values of Respect, Honesty,
Loyalty, Co-operation and Service, which are
instilled in the Sea Cadets via their training.
The South African Sea Cadet Association
is staffed by volunteers who have a passion
for all things nautical. They are supported by
local communities, parents, the maritime
industry and the SA Navy. Funding is raised
via the Sea Cadets’ annual fees and camp
fees as well as via bequests, pledges
and donations.

Each Training Ship is staffed by competent
volunteers, many of whom are themselves ex
Sea Cadets or parents of Cadets, or others
who have followed careers within the maritime
industry or in the South African Navy or
who have the skills that are needed to be
imparted practically.
During the Boer War, and up to and including
World War I, members of the Royal Navy were
called on to give artillery support to the British
Army. This tradition was started when Boer
soldiers besieged Ladysmith, Natal in 1899,

and 280 naval personnel, from HMS Terrible,
manhandled two six-pounder naval guns
all the way from Durban to break the siege.
What these Cadets from TS Woltemade
are demonstrating is the fitness, coordination and team work required to
manhandle an artillery piece, weighing close
to 400kg in total, into position, under fire.
This Hotchkiss Naval Gun on an artillery
carriage, seen here, is in itself a piece of
history, as it also last saw action during
the Boer War.

Should you wish to contribute financially or materially to the TS Woltemade South African
Sea Cadets, please contact Lt Paul Jacobs on 083 674 1024 or at tswoltemade@gmail.com.
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Maruwaan de Bruyn
Maruwaan de Bruyn began singing at a very
young age. He is a traditional Nederlands folk
song singer and a member of the Shoprite Jonge
Studente Male Choir. Throughout his singing

Chris Hani School Choir
and Dancers
Chris Hani Secondary School, situated in
Khayelitsha, specialises in dance, arts and
culture. The Chris Hani School Choir is at the
heart of the school’s arts and cultural activities.
Its performances combine choral music, dance
and choreography, drama and poetry, backed
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career, Maruwaan has won many awards and
he is currently the champion singer within the
Cape Malay Choir Board. He is also the leading
drummer in the Drums & Pipes of the Cape Town
Highlanders. His professional interests focus on
teaching, Highland drumming and singing.

by musical instrumentation. The choir has
performed at some of the country’s most
prestigious events, such as the Opening of
Parliament in Cape Town. It also participated
in the National Schools Choir Competitions
(SASCE) and the High School Jam Festival
(2013). In 2013, 2014 and 2015, the Choir
won the Western Cape Provincial (SASCE)
Championships. On the international stage,
the choir was given an honorary invitation to
perform at the International Conference for
UNiGlobal Unions at the Cape Town International
Convention Centre in 2014.
The choir continues to collaborate with many
organisations and the community, both in
music performance and music education.
It also participates in the Cape Town Carnival
and performs at events organised by the
South African National Defence Force.

Die Nuwe Graskoue Trappers
Traditional Riel Dance is recognised as the oldest
dance form in South Africa and as a creative
cultural expression. Born out of traditional Khoi
and San ceremonial dances around the fire, the
Riel Dance has been practiced by descendants
of these indigenous cultures for many years.
Recognised as a form of cultural expression,
the Riel was very popular in the ’40s, ’50s and
’60s, but has been neglected in recent decades.
Popular Riel Dances include courtship rituals
mimicking animal antics, along with lots of
bravado, showmanship and foot stomping. Riel
has only recently been revived through the
efforts of writer and storyteller Elias Nel of the
Afrikaanse Taal & Kultuurvereniging (ATKV) to
maintain the existence and survival of the dance.
Dancers are dressed in traditional farm workers’
outfits – the girls in dresses with aprons and old
frontier bonnets, and the boys in waistcoats and
hats adorned with feathers, finished with the
famous, hand-made red veldskoene.
The revival of traditional Riel Dance in and
around Wupperthal is a community initiative
close to the heart of BushmansKloof Wilderness

Reserve & Wellness Retreat. Founded in late
2012 by BushmansKloof’s Executive Chef and
Assistant Manager Floris Smith, the lodge’s
Junior Riel Dance troupe, Die Nuwe Graskoue
Trappers, have been trailblazing their way across
the Riel Dance scene. The name of the troupe
incorporates the names of some of the villages
from which the children come: NuwePlaas,
Grasvlei, Koueberg, Suurrug and AgtersteVlei.
The troupe made their debut with much
success at the annual Riel Dance Championship
Final in December 2013, where Die Nuwe
Graskoue Trappers became the ATKV Junior
Riel Dance Champions 2013. Since then the
troupe has been scooping many top awards.
The troupe’s equally talented band has also been
excelling in various categories. They took the
Gold medal in the Open as well as the Original
Categories, and also won the Overall Trophy
Award in the Original Category.
The successful performances of the dance
troupe and the band qualified them as Team
South Africa 2015, which led to them being
invited to take part in the World Championships
of Performing Arts (WCOPA) in Los Angeles,
where they won many medals.
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CPYO Stri n g Q ua r t et

Cape Town Philharmonic Youth
Orchestra: String Quartet
The Cape Town Philharmonic Youth Orchestra
(CPYO) was launched in 2003 as part of
the Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra’s
development and transformation plan. It is
a vibrant ensemble sought after in Cape Town
for corporate gigs and concerts.
It has performed in Infecting the City, at the
V&A Waterfront and for the Fleur du Cap awards
and was recently filmed for an international film,
The Last Face, directed by Sean Penn in Cape
Town. It has also performed at the Stellenbosch
International Chamber Music Festival, the Hugo
Lambrecht’s Music Centre Orchestra Festival,
the Mercedes Benz SA Fashion Week, the
Iziko Museum Youth Day Celebrations, and
at international congress openings.
Conducted by the Cape Town Philharmonic’s
charismatic resident conductor Brandon Phillips,
the winner of the 1st Len Van Zyl Conductors’
Competition and also music director of the
CPYO, the orchestra performs regular curtain
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raisers for
the CPO and
traditionally
brings the
CPO’s annual
International
Summer Music
Festivals to
a close in
February
each year.
The CPYO has performed with many wellknown artists, including Loyiso Bala, Zwai
Bala, Ivan Siegelaar, Neville D, Magdalene
Minnaar and the Soweto Gospel Choir. A DVD
of its performance at the Great Hymns of Faith
concert with Loyiso Bala, Siegelaar and Neville
D has been produced by composer Bruce
Retief, who arranged all the music. The DVD of
its collaboration with reggae band Trenton and
the Free Radicals in the song Mr Mandela has
been released abroad. This was the first time
that reggae musicians and a classical orchestra
worked together on a production in South Africa.
It also undertook a tour to Gauteng, where
it collaborated with the Johannesburg Youth
Orchestra Company in an acclaimed concert
in Johannesburg.
The high standard of the musicians in the
CPYO is well-established; they have been
coached or been rehearsed by, for instance,
members of the visiting Royal Concertgebouw
Orchestra from The Netherlands, trumpeter
Sergei Nakariakov and maestri Yasue Shinozaki
and Bernhard Gueller.
The string quartet who will be performing
at the Cape Town Military Tattoo 2015 consists
of Noluvuyo Nteta (violin), Shaheema Lakay
(violin), Jessica Rossouw (viola) and
Pearl Yung (cello).
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PLEASE NOTE

The Cape Town Military Tattoo and its
organisers accept no responsibility for any
injuries, damages or loss incurred during
your visit to the Castle of Good Hope
and attendance at the tattoo.

street
20

For lost and found property, contact the
security officer Warrant Officer S Jordaan
at the reception desk at the Main Entrance.
Alternatively, during office hours, contact
the Defence Reserves Provincial
Office Western Cape at (021) 787 1167.
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South African National Anthem
Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika
Maluphakanyisw’ uphondo lwayo,
Yizwa imithandazo yethu,
Nkosi sikelela, thina lusapho lwayo
Morena boloka setjhaba sa heso,
O fedise dintwa le matshwenyeho,
O se boloke, O se boloke setjhaba sa heso,
Setjhaba sa South Afrika – South Afrika.
Uit die blou van onse hemel,
Uit die diepte van ons see,
Oor ons ewige gebergtes,
Waar die kranse antwoord gee,
Sounds the call to come together,
And united we shall stand,
Let us live and strive for freedom,
In South Africa our land.

