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D
uring the last week of 

welcomed several warships 

from two of South Africa’s BRICS 

partners – the Russian Federation 

and the People’s Republic of China. 

They had come to participate in 

training exercise involving the South 

in the Southern African oceans. 

Arctic Convoy Veteran Welcomed during Visit to 
Russian Missile Cruiser Marshal Ustinov

Article and photographs by: Mrs R. Lord

The theme of  was to promote safe 

task force able to counter security threats at sea in 

operations and disaster control exercises. The ships’ 

crews also participated in various military social and 

cultural activities and tours onshore. 

SAS Amatola 

SAS Protea 

hydrographic survey vessel were joined by the 

Chinese Navy’s Type 054A frigate 

as well as the Russian Navy’s Slava-class missile 

cruiser 

class medium seagoing tanker 

Project Sliva sea rescue tug . 

The three warships – SAS Amatola

and 

Bay Hotel. All three were open to the public on 

is an impressive sight. It is named after 

Soviet Minister of Defence. With its fearsome attack 

systems (‘AK-130’ and ‘AK-630’) and anti-submarine 

convoys and airborne troops during sea crossings. 

With a length of 186m and a maximum width of 

7500 miles (12 000 km) 
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accommodate a crew of 520 and it carries enough 

food reserves for 30 days. 

A special visitor to the was a 93-year-

old veteran of the Russian Arctic Convoys of World 

by his daughter Michele and Dr Elina Komarova 

Tagar. The visit had been arranged thanks to the 

close cooperation of Consul Dmitry Polyansky from 

Cape Town and Russian Compatriots South Africa. 

Captain 1st

respectfully welcomed Mr Wilkinson on board his 

Russian people for the role he had played in the 

Arctic Convoys. These convoys had come at a time 

when the Soviet Union was in desperate need of 

Russian people have always been very appreciative 

participated and risked their lives in the Atlantic 

and Arctic Convoys. This was also evident from the 

Wilkinson wore on his chest; they greeted him with 

approached to shake his hand.

As Mr Wilkinson and his entourage was 

remarked that it was 

to ports in the north-western Soviet Union. He was 

very impressed by the nature of the armaments on 
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commented that he had never seen anything quite 

so shipshape!

is assigned to the 

43rd Missile Ship Division of the Russian Northern 

military hardware and supplies to Murmansk and 

This historic connection made Mr Wilkinson’s visit to 

the all the more special.

Mr Wilkinson had served in the Royal Navy during 

he was assigned to the  (U45). This was 

It was part of the Royal Navy’s 2nd

nd

Starling (U66) 

 (U45)                  

 (U87) (Lt Cdr 

W.F. Segrave). The make-up of the group changed 

the English Channel.

24 U-boats during its two years of active service. 

armaments from Canada and the United States to 

planes to intercept and sink the merchant vessels 

Canadian and Royal Navies thus began to escort 

these supply ships across the Atlantic; when a 

vessels was to sink it. During what became known 

Axis U-boats were destroyed. To give a sense of 

Mr Wilkinson not only participated in the Atlantic 

one of the Arctic Convoy runs between Britain and 

Soviet Union was relying heavily on the West to 

fought in Europe on two fronts – the Western and 

America were supplying the Soviet Union 

under the Lend-Lease Agreement. 
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There were 78 Arctic Convoys in total between  

The lack of darkness during the summertime made 

and thus more likely to come under attack. The winter 

drift 

and convoy cohesion more challenging.  

December 1942 until May 1945. They followed 

Arctic ice spread south in winter and contracted 

north in summer. There was a narrow strait between 

submarines – and this was where the convoys most 

Shortly after their record-breaking 6-in-1 trip in 

RA 58. Having departed from 

n and  sailed from Scapa Flow in 

joining two other groups of escorts. 

was a core of cargo ships and merchantmen in 

ships following behind. These included tugs or 

Starling

destroyed it before the U-boat even realised what 

had happened. Other ships in the convoy destroyed 

three further U-boats on the way to northern Russia: 

 

and Tracker

but the remaining 48 ships all reached Kola Inlet near 

itself was protected with heavy artillery. 

which was a gift from President Theodore Roosevelt 

the  and performed convoy and patrol 

duty in the Arctic Ocean until the end of World War 

making this an extremely successful trip. 
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accounts of the winter-time convoys describe how the 

water that surged over the ships in heavy seas would 

was nonetheless a memorable experience. 

planes to attack the various transport ships in 

all sides. The was part of that group 

historic D-Day landings. 

several medals in acknowledgement of his military 

service during World War II: the 1939 1945 star 

(6 months’ service on active operations for Army 

Medal (1939 1945) (for all full-time personnel who 

served for at least 28 days in the Armed Forces 

a medal from the Russian Federation called the 

Patriotic War 1941 1945. This was given to him in 

2016 by a representative of the government of the 

Russian Federation. 

The Arctic Convoys transported some four million 

tons of supplies and munitions to the Soviet Union 

between 1941 and 1945. Thousands of brave 

Royal Navy vessels were destroyed. It is estimated 

thousands of veterans who had passed away in the 

intervening 67 years. 

The government of the Russian Federation has 

also awarded several medals to the Arctic Convoy 

theatres of military operations. It is named after 
th century naval commander 

who never lost a battle and is in fact the patron saint of 

personal courage and valour shown during World 

War II while participating in the Arctic Convoys. 

The Russian government has also issued additional 

medals to mark several anniversaries of ‘Victory in 

Russian people hold the men of the Arctic Convoys 

in very high regard; this was also brought home 

during Mr Wilkinson’s visit to the 

treated with such respect and gratitude by the 


